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Abstract for the Croatian Ethnological Society Conference November 4-5 2020 
 

Educating for impact 
Learnings from a Master Programme in Applied Cultural Analysis 
 
Education in humanities have been criticized for limited outreach beyond academia and the 
cultural sector. The content and approach of education programs based on cultural theory 
and critical thinking are certainly useful at many levels in society. However, traditional 
education programs in humanities rarely dealt with tools and methods for applying the 
knowledge gained outside academia. In a joint effort, ethnologists from the universities in 
Lund (Sweden) and Copenhagen (Denmark) have developed a 2-year master programme in 
applied cultural analysis, which has been running for more than ten years. The aim of the 
presentation is to give a background to the development of education in applied cultural 
analysis, and to critically discuss the potentials and pitfalls involved in the applied approach. 
The selection and enrolment of external clients, ethical aspects, and the synergies and 
potential conflicts between applied projects and research projects will be discussed. 
Illustrated by examples from student projects’ over the years, the presentation will give an 
overview of current and potential future impact of an applied approach in the context of 
European ethnology. 
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