
LUND UNIVERSITY

PO Box 117
221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00

On cross modality of descriptors of everyday sounds

the case of ADJ+NOUN combinations
Tzimopoulou, Eleni; Paradis, Carita; Hartman, Jenny

2021

Document Version:
Peer reviewed version (aka post-print)

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Tzimopoulou, E., Paradis, C. (Ed.), & Hartman, J. (Ed.) (2021). On cross modality of descriptors of everyday
sounds: the case of ADJ+NOUN combinations. 47. Abstract from 2nd International Conference for Young
Researchers in Cognitive Linguistics (YRCL), Madrid, Spain. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rQKQgWKM6u-X-
VZnZqgxKolfaQwH0bwH/view

Total number of authors:
3

General rights
Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.
 • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.
 • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
 • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/a7c330a9-bb9f-4382-a9d3-c2e753cacb4b
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rQKQgWKM6u-X-VZnZqgxKolfaQwH0bwH/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rQKQgWKM6u-X-VZnZqgxKolfaQwH0bwH/view


On cross modality of descriptors of everyday sounds: the case of ADJ+NOUN 

combinations 

We know from recent work that sounds are frequently described as events and that the descriptions are 

instantiated in domains other than audition proper (Caballero & Paradis, 2020; Hartman & Paradis, 

submitted). In this study, we explore the properties and the entities – more precisely ADJ+NOUN 

combinations – that are part of the events by probing into participants’ descriptions of everyday sounds. 

Everyday sounds relate to both personal and general experience of everyday life and activate prior 

knowledge of sensory experiences in different ways to different people. Two questions are at the core of 

the study: 

1. How are sounds described through the lens of ADJ+NOUN meanings in descriptions of auditory 

experiences? 

2. To what extent do the ADJ+NOUN combinations evoke domains other than hearing? 

We conducted a survey, where we used 20 everyday acousmatic sounds, i.e., sounds without 

corresponding visual input. The sounds ranged from ambient to more specific sounds, involving different 

levels of interaction between the human body and the environment, such as someone eating or digging, or 

the sound coming from a fireplace. For each of the 20 sounds, we asked the participants to “describe the 

sound in as much detail as possible, as if you are describing it to someone who cannot hear it”. We 

recruited 214 native speakers of English, above 18 years of age, who provided us with 3,875 written 

descriptions for the 20 sounds.  

We identified 3,612 ADJ+NOUN combinations across all 20 sounds and found that sounds that 

involve less direct interaction between the human body and the external environment have fewer 

ADJ+NOUN combinations. References to the sources of the sounds dominate among the entities described 

by the ADJ+NOUN combinations, which refer mainly to objects found in the external environment (such as 

juicy apple), specific body parts and body movements (as in annoying open-mouthed chewing).  

To capture how the uses of ADJ+NOUN combinations reflect sensory experiences, we classified the 

ADJ+NOUN combinations into sensory categories, such as vision, audition, proprioception and 

interoception. Taking into consideration the meanings of both the head nouns and the adjectival modifiers, 

we found most frequent references to vision and haptics. Our results show that descriptions of sounds are 

highly cross-modal also when properties and entities are concerned. 
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