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Becoming an Addict Means Coming Home
Narcotics Anonymous and the Genesis of the Global Drug Ethic 

Based on an ethnographic study of Narcotics Anonymous (NA) in Sweden and a 
genealogical study of NA�s concept of addiction, this study introduces the concept 
of the global drug ethic. Based on the UN drug conventions and complementary UN 
recommendations, the global drug ethic imposes a paradoxical moral framework that 
recognises people who use drugs in ways it deems inappropriate as both culpable and 
innocent.

The author shows that a late fourth-century reading of the second narrative of Genesis 
in the Bible underpins this ethic. This reading was the work of St Augustine, a theologian 
and philosopher from Roman Africa, who systematised and established the doctrine 
of original sin. This doctrine holds that humans are born with an incurable disease 
that causes sinful desires, and are responsible for withholding consent to act on those 
desires. The study traces the emergence of the doctrine, showing how it was modi�ed 
and developed by theologians and philosophers such as Martin Luther, RenØ Descartes 
and John Locke, and its reversal by Jean-Jacques Rousseau. 

The author explores the importance of the doctrine for historical conceptualisations of 
inappropriate drinking and for NA�s understanding of addiction as an incurable disease 
that causes people to use drugs in ways that defy the global drug ethic, its in�uence on 
the concept of normality, and its signi�cance for contemporary conceptualisations of 
people who use drugs in ways that are recognised as inappropriate.

Petter Karlsson is a social worker who has worked within the social and medical 
treatment system for people who use drugs in ways that defy the global drug ethic. 
This is his doctoral dissertation in social work.

N
O

RD
IC

 S
W

A
N

 E
C

O
LA

BE
L 

30
41

 0
90

3
Pr

in
te

d 
by

 M
ed

ia
-T

ry
ck

, L
un

d 
20

24


	Tom sida



