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The Uppakra Project

Preconditions, Performance and Prospects

Lars Larsson

Abstract

Iron Age research in Scandinavia has focused on studies of the significance of certain places as centres in political,
economic, and religious spheres of interest. Archaeological research in recent years has shown that the Iron Age,
chiefly the latter part, was a dynamic period with major changes. Danish and Swedish projects have examined
this dynamism, but the discussion of central components in the understanding of the dynamic transformations
that characterized the first millennium AD in Scandinavia bas only marginally touched on southern Sweden.
Due to intensive development, a large number of rescue excavations have taken place in southern Sweden since
the early 1970s.

In 1996 members of different institutes formed a group in order to initiate a research project concerning
the Iron Age in the southernmost part of Sweden, including the province of Scania and the southern part of the
province of Halland. The goal of the project, entitled “The Social Structure of Southern Sweden during the
Iron Age”, was to study the development of society in a broad chronological perspective from 500 BC until
1000 AD. The main aim of the project was to analyse the hierarchy in the settlement structure. The overarching
studies in the project concerned settlement and power structure in the Iron Age of southern Sweden and hence
studies of local and regional variations. At the centre of the project was a continuous discussion of the concepts
of central place and power. The landscape of power, in both its physical and its social shape, has not been suffi-
ciently described and interpreted. The same applies to the properties that make a settlement unit into a centre.

The project comprised several undertakings, involving studies differing in scope and orientation in
southernmost Sweden, and studies based on work on the settlement of Uppdkra in south-west Scania. In the
project the Uppdkra site serves as a catalyst because of its special structure and find material. Iron Age settle-
ment ar Uppdtkra was first documented in the 1930s, but the current project did not begin until 1996. Efforts
such as archaeological excavations and metal detector surveys have constituted the basis for a significant
number of research tasks of a highly varied nature. The study of the Uppdkra settlement site, however, would
not have been complete without a deeper understanding of settlement in the vicinity of the site.

Research into this settlement phenomenon has resulted in a large number of articles, of which a conside-
rable proportion have been and will be published in a special series named “Uppikrastudier”.

The work of the research project is not finished. The article describes plans for future efforts in the field and
at the desk.

Lars Larsson, Department of Archaeology and Ancient History, University of Lund, Sandgatan 1, SE-223 50,
Lund.



Introduction

In Iron Age research, greater priority is being
given to in-depth analyses of societal con-
ditions. There has been lively discussion of
topics such as the concentration of political
power, socio-economic relations, and Chris-
tianization. Research has focused on studies
of the significance of certain places as centres
in political, economic, and religious spheres
of interest.

Archaeological research in recent years has
shown that the Iron Age, chiefly the latter
part, was a dynamic period with major
changes. The Danish project “From Tribe to
State” has demonstrated, among other things,
how regional political groupings made them-
selves felt in the middle part of the Roman
Iron Age and then become fully distinct in
the Migration Period (Mortensen & Rasmus-
sen 1988, 1991). From this period we should
thus be able to speak of an incipient esta-
blishment of what would later, following
continental European models, develop into
large, coherent states. The magnate and his
retinue were a clear expression of a new poli-
tical constellation in which the initiative for
changes was to a large extent transferred from
the kindred to leading persons or families.
This discussion has taken on a political dimen-
sion in works about hypothetical kingdoms
in the Migration Period. Extensive sacrifices
of war booty deposited in the Late Roman
Iron Age and Migration Period (200-550 AD)
suggest a specialized system of martial forces
that presupposed organized leadership. In the
Vendel Period and Viking Age we notice an
increasingly strong influence from an emerging
central power. A radical transformation of
society is reflected in increased trade, the
beginnings of urbanization, and a change of
religion.
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During the Vendel Period and Viking Age
(550-1050 AD) we notice the steadily
growing influence of a nascent central power
structure. The concentration of power in fewer
hands can also be suspected in the foundation
of well-structured trading sites. This suggests
that the initiative came from a society with a
fixed organization. A radical transformation
of society is expressed in increased trade,
incipient urbanization, and a change of reli-
gion. Several well-organized building projects
are implemented, for instance in the Dane-
virke (Andersen 1998), the earthworks marking
the frontier in southern Jutland, in protective
semicircular ramparts around the early towns,
and in the circular forts (Ambrosiani & Clarke
1991), which are viewed as the final confir-
mation of an established central power in a
united Denmark.

In central Sweden the interest has con-
centrated on the formation of central places
and trading sites, in the investigation of the
adjacent sites of Helgo (Lundstrom 1988)
and Birka in Lake Milaren (Ambrosiani &
Clarke 1992, 1995). In the project “Svealand
in the Vendel Period and Viking Age” (SIV),
the cemeteries at Vendel and Valsgirde have
been associated with nearby central places
(Arrhenius & Eriksson 1997; Herschend
1997a, 1997b).

The social structure of southern
Sweden during the Iron Age

In the research that has been done on both
Denmark and central Sweden, the inter-
mediate area, that is, southern Sweden, has
not been credited with the role or attracted
the interest that this area must have enjoyed
by virtue of its location and its contacts. The
discussion of central components in the under-



standing of the dynamic transformations that
characterized the first millennium AD in
Scandinavia has only marginally touched on
southern Sweden. With its geographical posi-
tion, southern Sweden played a major role as
a melting pot for various cultural contacts,
which differ in parts from those affecting
Denmark and central Sweden. Especially in a
long temporal perspective, knowledge about
the composition and transformation of these
contacts can shed light on new aspects of the
structure of Scandinavian society.

The intensive research has focused on the
Iron Age society of Denmark as well as cent-
ral Sweden, but the southern part of Sweden
has partly been neglected. Due to intensive
development, a large number of rescue
excavations have taken place in southern
Sweden since the early 1970s. However, in-
formation about several of these efforts is
insufficient because the results have not
previously been compiled. The extensive work
in Scania of the National Heritage Board,
Archacological Excavations Department (UV-
Syd), Lund (Tesch 1992), is supplemented
with the intensive rescue excavations in the
Malmé area (Bjorhem & Sifvestad 1993),
which can also be related to new excavations
in southern Halland (Carlie 1992, 1999).

In 1996 members of different institutes
formed a group in order to initiate a research
project concerning the Iron Age in the
southernmost part of Sweden, including the
province of Scania and the southern part of
the province of Halland. Representatives of
the Institute of Archaeology, University of
Lund, Malmé Museum, the National Heritage
Board, Archaeological Excavations Depart-
ment, Lund, and Halland Museum, Halm-
stad, were taking part in the project. The aim
of the project, entitled “The Social Structure
of Southern Sweden during the Iron Age”, was

to study the development of society in a broad
chronological perspective from 500 BC until
1000 AD. An important task of the project
was also to make the information about the
excavations of Iron Age sites in southern
Sweden available for further analysis. Archaeo-
logy, medieval archaeology, human geography,
osteology, palacoecology, and ceramic analysis
are disciplines represented in the project group.

The aim of the project

The main aim of the project was to analyse the
hierarchy in the settlement structure. It was
therefore intended to analyse the following
problems in detail: What is meant by the
concept of central place? When does regional
power concentration start to encompass larger
units than villages or kin groups? Is it groupings
like these that are subsequently assembled in
the beginnings of the Danish state? How was
southern Sweden incorporated in the king-
dom of Denmark? What were power structures
like here before, during, and after the integra-
tion phase?

A significant contribution of the project
was the compilation and analysis of the huge
collection of material produced by rescue
excavations in recent decades. In addition to
the extensive work in Scania done by the
Southern Excavations Department of the Na-
tional Heritage Board, we have the results of
the intensive rescue excavations in the Malmé
area in the 1980s and 1990s. The picture of
settlement in southernmost Sweden is supple-
mented by the findings of recent excavations
in southern Halland. Information from the
ongoing major rescue excavations in southern
Sweden, occasioned by, for example, the Ore-
sund Fixed Link and the changed course of the
West Coast Railway Line, add to the knowledge
gained from earlier large-scale investigations.

THE UPPAKRA PROJECT 5



The overarching studies in the project
comprised settlement and power structure in
the Iron Age of southern Sweden and thereby
studies of local and regional variations.
Subsidiary efforts considered societal forms
and local identity in southern Halland, Scania,
and Blekinge, and southern Sweden’s patterns
of contact in the thousand years covered by
the Iron Age.

The idea behind the sub-projects is to use
various types of data and methods to analyse
southern Sweden’s internal and external
contacts during the Iron Age and their
significance for economic and political
development. Regional and chronological
variations will be given special consideration.

Southern Sweden, particularly Scania, lies
at the intersection of different political and
economic forces which emerged in the Early
Iron Age and became especially obvious in
the latter part of the Iron Age. Among these
contacts, those with the Slavonic area south
of the Baltic Sea deserve particular mention.
In addition, influences from Western Europe,
present-day Denmark, central Sweden and
the lands east of the Baltic have been of
fluctuating importance.

To understand the development of southern
Sweden in such a dynamic time as the Iron
Age, it is necessary to expand our knowledge
of settlement development. Excavations of
recent decades and the results of the new
survey of ancient monuments have provided
a large source of knowledge that is still waiting
to be drawn on.

Central places

The influences that reached Scandinavia
during the Roman Iron Age included struc-
tures that must have been previously unknown
phenomena. The Roman Empire with which
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the Germans came into contact had a distinctly
urban character. The town with its com-
bination of permanent institutions in the form
of judicial and bureaucratic representatives of
the state apparatus, the clear mercantile ele-
ment, and the marking of different religious
outlooks, also steered by the state, was some-
thing new.

We may wonder about the transformation
that is required for different phenomena around
the Mediterranean to find a shape in which
they could be accepted in Northern Europe.
Imports from the Roman Empire, mainly
during the Roman Iron Age, must have been
objects that gave their owners special status
without profoundly changing regional or local
society. It was not until continental European
Germans were directly confronted with colo-
nial Roman society and more or less volun-
tarily tried to reconcile their traditional way
of life with the one they encountered in
Southern Europe that a true blend of cultures
arose, with fundamental repercussions for daily
life with its habits and customs and hence for
attitudes and social relations. The influences
from these new forms of society, with certain
components previously unknown, and trans-
formed by incorporation into traditional insti-
tutions, found it easier to gain acceptance even
in areas far to the north of the /imes (Hedeager
1997). The role of the town as a central place
both for the ruling elite and also in mercantile
and religious terms took on a more distinct
form in the places of central character which
began to appear at the end of the Roman Iron
Age and in the Migration Period.

The core of the project was a continuous
theoretical discussion of the concepts of cen-
tral place and power. Both concepts have
previously been used without much nuances.
The landscape of power in both its physical
and its social form had not been described or



interpreted with sufficient clarity. The same
also applies to the characteristics that make a
settlement unit into a centre. This concerns,
on the one hand, the material expressions of
power, such as large farms or control of highly
skilled craftsmen, and on the other hand its
practical function for steering flows of goods
and the like (Helgesson 1998, 2002).

The definition of central places, and hence
the interpretation of which functions should
be related to these, is far from being un-
problematic. What evidence is required of a
site if it is to be called a central place? Is it
possible to create a definition of the concept
based on archaeological material? Are there
indications that central places can change in
function and significance? For the discussion
of changes in society it is necessary to work
with long temporal perspectives. This is
lacking in research hitherto.

Central places are characterized by a degree
of specialization. The specialization may
concern functions associated with the base
units, but also solitary physical places, or
functions in society which do not need to be
attached to a physical setting. What one chiefly
thinks of here is a type of central place from
which power and control proceeded (Callmer
1997). It is common to speak of an aristocracy.

Many phenomena can be perceived as
being of central character. They may be cultic
sites, votive sites, magnates’ farms, assembly
sites, market places, or craft places. In addi-
tion, the concept of central place is often
associated with the accumulation of precious
metals, but this was primarily conditioned by
how and when precious metal was used, which
varied considerably during the Iron Age. An
important task of the project is to define the
different parts of the overarching structure
and give them valid names. Another task is to
investigate whether the central functions can

be linked to a special site, a small area, or if an
entire area was central in itself.

Another important problem in the discus-
sion of power formation and settlement in
the Iron Age is that the empirical foundation
is based on a small number of well-excavated
areas. Mostly we only have limited knowledge
of settlement in the area around the places
that are supposed to have had a central
character. The excavations in Jutland have
played a dominant role for our knowledge of
settlement in southern Scandinavia (Hvass
1988). As a result, the models of settlement
that have been built up over more than two
decades are far too generalized. New investi-
gations in Scania and southern Halland show
that the picture of settlement is complex. The
relation between village-like structures and
single farms is one such phenomenon that
requires deeper analysis. In some places we find
large farms, which suggests a concentration
of power, whereas other indications of pro-
sperity, such as accumulations of precious
metal or graves with rich finds (Lund Hansen
1995), are found in some cases but absent in
others. Earlier research on centre formations
has been driven by attempts to identify and
describe these places, while the discussion of
their origin and function in relation to the
surroundings — both social and physical — has
to some extent been neglected. In addition,
the varied composition of the excavation
results makes it even more difficult to gain a
good overall grasp.

The structure of the project

“The Social Structure of Southern Sweden
during the Iron Age” was originally a project
designed to run for four years, 1997-2000.
Thanks to grants from the Bank of Sweden
Tercentenary Foundation, it has been possible

THE UPPAKRA PROJECT 7
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Fig. 1. The different activities within the project “The Social Structure of Southern Sweden during the
Iron Age”. A: grants and sponsorship, B: metal detector surveys, C: excavations (the numbers refer to
excavation areas in fig. 3) and D: publications (the figures relate to volumes in the series Uppdkrastudier,

CD means supervised student publications).

to carry on the project on its original scale
and also to add a fifth year, 2001 (Fig. 1).
The project has had several aims. One has
been to obtain a picture of the extensive
excavations undertaken in southernmost
Sweden since the compilations presented by
Berta Stjernquist for the Early Iron Age (1955)
and by Mirta Stromberg for the Late Iron
Age (1961). Most of the investigations
conducted have been occasioned by the large-
scale development that has affected Scania,
chiefly the western part of the province, since
the end of the 1960s. The National Heritage
Board’s Archaeological Excavations Depart-
ment in Lund has performed the majority of
these digs, so this task in the project was
assigned to Bengt Jacobsson, who is employed
in the Lund office of the Board. His initial
work resulted in a detailed compilation of
investigations of antiquities from the Iron
Age, chiefly in Scania and Blekinge, with a
total of 242 sites (Jacobsson 2000). The
compilation of the remaining investigations,
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mainly those conducted under the auspices of
Malmo Museum, is in progress (Tegnér 2002).
The second part of Jacobsson’s research as
part of the project concerns social conditions
in a part of south-west Scania and is now
presented here (Jacobsson, this volume).

The project also touched on the southern
part of Halland, where large-scale infra-
structure investments had led to the excavation
of a great many settlement sites. Lennart Carlie
of Halland County Museum in Halmstad has
analysed these sites, the majority of which
come from the Early Iron Age, along with
other finds and remains from the same period.
His analysis has resulted in a doctoral disser-
tation (Carlie 1999, this volume).

Berta Stjernquist has done intensive field-
work and analyses of Iron Age settlement in
Scania (1955, 1993). Within the project it
has been possible to draw on her knowledge of
this settlement and its material culture. Her
analyses of special settlements, special artefact
groups and of votive sites have also been



presented in publications produced as part of
the project (Stjernquist 1998, 1999. 2001).

Birgitta Hardh shares the leadership of the
project with the author of this article. Her
primary sphere of responsibility is the analyses
of the material retrieved in the metal detector
surveys. Several analyses have been performed
by both domestic and international scholars
(Hardh 1999, 2001). Hardh has also super-
vised a considerable number of students whose
work has directly or indirectly concerned
Uppékra. Her own research has mainly dealt
with the relationship between categories and
complexes of finds in Uppdkra in regional
and interregional perspective (Hardh 1999a,
2001b, 2002, this volume).

In the project there was the potential to
present a multifaceted picture of the Iron Age
in Scania based on the large amount of new
material accumulated since the 1960s. With
the extensive material retrieved from sites of a
central character in particular, it has been
possible to arrive at a deeper insight into the
relation between a central place and both the
immediate surroundings and the region. This
research has been pursued for a doctoral dis-
sertation by Bertil Helgesson (2002).

An obvious consequence of the study of
traces of activity at Uppakra during the Iron
Age is the follow-up work to obtain a glimpse
of what the place was like in the Middle Ages.
It is important to examine the relation between
the existing villages of Stora and Lilla Uppakra
and the Iron Age settlement between the two
in order to understand settlement structure
in the immediate vicinity. In addition, it is of
particular interest to examine how it affected
or was affected by the establishment of the
town of Lund during the Late Viking Age
and Early Middle Ages, to become an
important base in the Danish kingdom.
Parallel to the establishment of the secular

structure, and as a consequence of it, the
town was distinguished in religious terms by
being chosen as the seat of a bishop. The
study of this problem has been led by Mats
Anglert (Anglert & Huttu 1999; Anglert &
Jansson 2001). Other studies dealing with
the Middle Ages in southernmost Sweden
have also been conducted as part of the project
(Thomasson 1998; Lihammer, this volume).

The oldest land survey maps and docu-
ments from most of the parishes in Scania are
dated to the 18th century. It has nevertheless
been shown that the material can be used for
a retrogressive analysis of land use and settle-
ment structure reflecting conditions as far
back as the Middle Ages and even much earlier,
in the Iron Age (Riddersporre 1995, this
volume). That was an important reason for
involving Mats Riddersporre in the project.

As stated above, a considerable amount of
archaeological work has been done in con-
nection with infrastructure development in
the Malmé region. This has generated con-
siderable knowledge of the structure and
change of Iron Age settlement within a
relatively limited area of what was probably
the best arable land in southern Sweden
(Bjorhem & Sifvestad 1993, Friman & Hector,
this volume). A special undertaking within
the framework has been to relate this know-
ledge of Iron Age settlement to the road that
ran north-east towards Uppékra (Bjérhem, this
volume).

Uppakra as a catalyst of research

In the project the Uppdakra site, situated
approximately 5 km south of Lund, serves as
a catalyst because of its special structure and
find material (Fig. 2).

The site at Uppakra was first recognized
in 1934 in connection with house con-

THE UPPAKRA PROJECT 9
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Fig. 2. The location of the Uppdkra site in southern-
most Sweden.

struction. A minor excavation revealed occu-
pation layers with a thickness of more than
two metres, with elements of clay layers and
soot horizons along with a large quantity of
finds comprising pottery, bone, iron objects,
and some bronze artefacts (Vifot 1936; Stjern-
quist 1996). The topmost occupation layer
was datable to the transition between the Late
Roman Iron Age and the Migration Period.
Part of a wattle-and-daub house which had
burnt down was investigated. Charred grains
in large quantities and rich find material which
also included fire-damaged bronze fibulae
suggested that the house was destroyed by an
accidental fire.

When the project was started, the remains
from Uppdkra were felt to have significant
potential as an important research object. As
a result of the first efforts, the significance of
the site for an understanding of the social
structure of southern Sweden in the Iron Age
was further accentuated. Because of the all-
round nature of the work on Uppékra, the
project began to be called “the Uppikra
project” in everyday speech.

10 LARS LARSSON

Archaeological investigations

By small rescue excavations in connection
with development work in the form of road
widening, house building, or digging for
pipelines, and by field surveys, occupation
remains dated from the entire Early Iron Age
have been found within an area of approxi-
mately 1.1 x 0.6 km — the largest occupation
site known so far in southern Sweden. Towards
the north the site comprises the earlier row
village, while the area to the south is delimited
by a small stream with adjacent wetland (Fig. 4).
The church is located on the highest point
with a pronounced slope towards the north,
in the lower part of which the present village
is located. South of the church the ground
slopes gently, with an increasing gradient in
the area closest to the channel of a small
stream. South-west of the church is a slight
height with a noticeable slope towards the
west. A natural terrace can be discerned on
the slope south of this height.

In the course of the project, the extent and
complexity of the Uppékra site have proved
much greater than was initially expected. From
the important yet limited archaeological
investigations that could be undertaken as
part of the project, it was clear that the site
had a complicated stratigraphy and highly
varied find material. The potential of the site
as an excavation object became increasingly
clear, and it was simultaneously realized that
the necessary fieldwork could not be done within
the project budget. Thanks to sponsorship from
the company Tetra Pak it was and will be
possible to conduct archaeological investigations
at Uppékra in the period 2000-2004.

The first volume of the series “Uppakra-
studier” (Uppdkra studies) gave an account of
the situation until autumn 1997 (Larsson
1999). Six small excavations had been under-
taken in the initial phase of the project (Fig. 1
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Fig. 3. Excavation areas within the Uppdkra site during the period 1997-2000.

and 3). By the end of 2001 a few other areas During 1999, excavations on a larger scale
scattered over the roughly 40 hectare site were  began with the stripping of topsoil by machine
excavated (Larsson 2001b, 2001c, Lindell 2001).  within long, regularly positioned test trenches
The intention here was to obtain a glimpse of ~ (Fig. 3). The aim of this strategy was to acquire
the size and structure of the settlement site, ~a better knowledge of the stratigraphy and
the composition of features, and the date. the composition, structure and degree of pre-
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servation of the features in specially selected
areas. During the first year the excavations
were in an area south of the church, while an
area in the south-west of the site was excavated
in 2000 (Fig. 3) (Lindell & Lenntorp 2000).
Since 2000 the excavations have also been
done according to the single-context method,
with the use of extensive digital documentation.
In both cases the efforts were concentrated
in areas with extensive amounts of finds from
metal detecting and moreover with several
finds of obvious status markers such as artefacts
of precious metals showing skilled crafts-
manship, as well as finds made of special
material, such as fragments of glass beakers
(Stjernquist 1999). In both areas there were
rich remains of houses and other traces of
activities. However, the variation as regards
both the types and the chronological spread
of structures seems to be much greater in the
northern than the southern area. The southern
excavation area slopes with an increasing gra-
dient down towards a stream. Erosion seems
to have been heavier here than in the flatter
northern area. The northern area had structures
from the Late Iron Age, whereas late structures
occur more sporadically in the southern area.
This difference between the two excavation
areas meant that the major excavation with
machine stripping of the topsoil in large
continuous areas was concentrated on the
area that had been subject to trial excavation
in 1999. Here the finds in the topsoil were to
be decisive for the selection of areas to strip.

Searching for cemeteries and graves

Although the archaeological excavations were
primarily geared to settlement remains, high
priority was also attached to tracing burials
belonging to the Uppakra settlement. At least
one grave and some indications of burials had
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previously been found on the Uppékra site
(Stjernquist 1995; Larsson 1998). Within an
area of 500 metres east of the site, digging to
lay pipes uncovered five graves belonging to
the Late Roman Iron Age/Early Migration
Period (Stjernquist 1995). These graves were
distributed in two areas about 100 metres
apart and could thus be expected to be parts
of alarger cemetery. A number of test trenches
were therefore dug right beside the previous
area where the pipes had been laid and also in
a fairly large area further west of this, closer to
the Uppékra settlement site (Fig. 4). A number
of features were discovered and a few of these
subsequently investigated. None of them
showed any remains of burial, but there were
hearth pits with varying amounts of fire-
cracked stone. The cemetery or cemeteries
which must have existed in the large and
long-lived settlement of Uppakra should
therefore be sought elsewhere.

The difficulty of finding cemeteries imme-
diately beside sites of central character is an
almost symptomatic feature in south-west
Scandinavia. In cases where some form of
relationship has been suggested between cen-
tral place and cemetery, as for example between
Gudme and Mollegardsmarken, the distance
is about one kilometre (Michaelsen 1994:
Fig. 4). No large cemetery or graves with
finds marking high social status have been
found within three kilometres of Uppdkra
(Larsson 1998).

One must also be aware that there is at
least one grave, and probably several, at
Uppakra (Stjernquist 1996) (Fig. 3). There may
be other graves, showing that parts of the site
could undergo considerable changes in func-
tion, from settlement area to cemetery. A
combination of settlement site remains and
graves within the same ancient site, even if
there is a certain distance in time between the



Fig. 4. Test trenches in search of graves belonging to the settlement at Uppakra.

two phenomena, is found in the neighbour-
hood at Hjirup (1998) and at Onsvala (Fig. 5)
(Larsson 1982). The situation is probably the
same at Killby, north of the river Hoje 4 (Fig. 5),
where there is a considerable amount of burial
but where settlement remains have also been
found. The extent of these is uncertain, as is
the dating. In continued excavations at
Uppékra, special attention must be paid to
the possibility that single graves or cemeteries
may occur within former habitation areas.

Drainage in the chancel of the church and
its immediate vicinity has given an excellent
opportunity to study the stratigraphy in an
area which is otherwise difficult or virtually
impossible to investigate. Inhumation burials
occurred before the building of the Roma-
nesque stone church. “C dating of a skeleton
damaged by the construction of the foundation
walls of the Romanesque church indicate a
date in the Viking Age (Anglert & Jansson 2001).
This may suggest that there was a cemetery in
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the area during that period. Other finds in the
churchyard hint that people were buried there
as early as the Iron Age (Stjernquist 1995).

Metal detector analyses

The majority of metal finds have been un-
covered by metal detector surveys. These have
yielded more than 10,000 find units — the
largest number in southern Sweden. This ma-
terial has been crucial in painting a detailed
picture of the function of the site and the
length of time it was in use. Thanks to this rich
and varied material, it is clear that Uppékra
was used throughout the first millennium AD.

In 1996-97 the metal detector surveys

| 4 LARS LARSSON

were conducted recurrently at weekends by
amateur archaeologists from Bornholm. Since
then our colleagues from Bornholm have
returned at least once a year, usually in the
spring when the majority of the fields are
accessible for detector surveys. In addition,
detector surveying by our own staff has been
intensified. This has led to a slightly changed
picture of the detector distribution (Paulsson
1999). For certain concentrations it has been
found that finds in the vicinity have increased,
which means that tendencies to concentration
have disappeared in some areas but been
further increased in others.

The database of detector finds that has

been built up makes it simple to work with



the material, for example, to distinguish diffe-
rent forms of artefact and also to visualize
their distribution. Renewed analyses, chiefly
of the results of the earliest detector surveys,
have led to the identification of more artefact
forms and new types of artefacts. The distri-
bution of different artefact forms may provide
a basis for identifying, for instance, different
farm units (Helgesson & Stjernquist 2001).

The relevance of the metal detector finds
for the remains of features under the topsoil
has also been tested, showing a good relation-
ship between, for example, finds of casting in
the form of split brooches, sullage pieces, and
the like, and the traces of casting that have
been documented (Hirdh 2001b).

Special analyses

Since the start of the project, the historical
geographer Mats Riddersporre has played an
important role with his retrospective analyses
of the earliest land survey maps from the 18th
century, which give a glimpse of conditions
that may have applied in the Late Iron Age
and Early Middle Ages (Riddersporre 1995).
An analysis of land survey documents for the
villages of Stora Uppdkra and Lilla Uppédkra
shows that field-names and the grading of soil
fertility shed very interesting light on a period
contemporary with the settlement (Ridder-
sporre 1996). The field-names indicate the earlier
settlement between the two still existing villages,
and fields named for their black soil correspond
well to the extent of the occupation layer on the
Uppékra site. These analytical methods have
also been applied to conditions concerning spe-
cial Iron Age settlements and general structures
in the settlement during the Late Iron Age and
Early Middle Ages (Riddersporre, this volume).

The rich metal detector finds and the finds
produced by archaeological excavations have

given opportunities to perform a significant
number of analyses of different types of arte-
facts and categories of material. Some experts
were attached to the project right from the
planning stage. One of them is Ole Stilborg,
who has conducted several analyses of pottery
(Stilborg 1998, 2001, this volume; Rif & Stil-
borg 1999). Stilborg has also supervised students
performing analyses of pottery from Uppdkra.

Mats Regnell’s speciality is macrofossils.
Since the investigations at Uppdkra in the
1930s resulted in the largest find of charred
macrofossils hitherto found in Scania, there
should be great potential to obtain more mate-
rial during the planned excavations. Regnell
has analysed macrofossils and also assisted in
the interpretation of complex stratigraphies
(Regnell 2001, this volume).

A significant amount of bone and antler was
known from the 1930s excavation. A large
quantity of bone has also been found by the
excavations as part of the ongoing project.
This has been analysed by Lena Nilsson and
Annica Cardell (Nilsson 2001, this volume;
Cardell 2001).

As the project has developed, various ana-
lyses and special investigations have become
necessary. To acquire some idea of the situa-
tion as regards structures, a total of four surveys
with various kinds of geophysical measure-
ment apparatus have been carried out (Dahlin
2001; Grassi 2001, Lorra et 2l 2001; Mercer
& Schmidt 2001). In some cases they have
covered a significant part of the settlement
site. Unfortunately, it has been found that
there are serious difficulties in relating
anomalies distinguished by the geophysical
surveys to the results of the archaeological
investigations. One reason for this may be the
complex stratigraphies and relationships
between structures found on the site.

The extensive material from the detector
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surveys consists not only of whole objects.
Finds occur which show various stages of
fragmentation and new manufacture, as well
as traces of metal craft in the form of rods,
sullage pieces and droplett of melted metal.
These finds are an excellent basis for a study
of metal craft; this has been undertaken by
the Geoarchaeological Laboratory in Uppsala
(Kresten et al. 2001).

Metal detector surveying in the
vicinity of Uppakra

One aspect of importance in the analysis of
Uppékra as a central place concerns the re-
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lationship of the settlement to nearby settle-
ments. Uppakra seems to differ from most
other settlements of central place character by
having just one large continuous habitation
area. At central places like Gudme and Sorte
Muld these seem to consist of separate habita-
tion areas (Fig. 7). Part of the explanation
may lie in the different topographical con-
ditions. Uppdkra is located in a relatively flat
area whereas the Danish sites are in a much
more undulating landscape where a con-
tinuous habitation area would not have been
possible, since more or less distinct wetlands
confined settlements to high locations. This
situation is not wholly unknown at Uppékra.
A significant area in the eastern part of the



site contains a limited number of traces of
settlement, yet this does not mean that the
habitation area was divided.

In order not to miss any remains of settle-
ment within the immediate vicinity of the
Uppékra site, the metal detector surveys have
been extended to cover areas close to the
remains at Uppdkra and also areas within
about five kilometres of Uppékra. The choice
of places is primarily based on clear con-
centrations of phosphate both around today’s
villages and in relation to known find spots
and antiquities such as graves and hoards.
The results obtained hitherto show a varying
intensity of finds (Fig. 6). At Onsvala, for
example, several metal objects were found,
suggesting settlement mainly in the Vendel
Period. In other areas, such as Lilla Uppékra,
there are few finds, if any. This gives us
relatively good insight into the changing settle-
ment situation in the Iron Age.

Uppékrainrelation to other centres
and to Lund

If the Uppékra site is put in a geographical
and chronological context, certain interesting
features are found. As regards the chrono-
logical context, Uppakra seems to be on a par
with the major sites in Denmark.

Unlike the other places, settlement was
located on a gently undulating site where it
was possible to have a continuous habitation
area. According to the detector survey there
are no satellite settlements, as at, say, Gudme
and Sorte Muld (Fig. 7) within the nearest
kilometre. Uppdakra covers roughly the same
area as these two Danish sites including their
satellite settlements. Since the distribution of
the settlement during its period of occupation
is uncertain, we have to be cautious about

GUDME, Funen

BOESLUNDE, Zealand 0 1000 m

UPPAKRA, Scania

SORTE MULD, Bornholm

VORBASSE, Jutland

Fig. 7. The structures of some central places in
southern Scandinavia. From Jorgensen 1994: Fig.
11 with additions.

calculating the size of the settlement in any
particular period. There are clear indications
that much of the site was occupied around
100 AD, and there are finds within the whole
known settlement site since the Late Roman
Iron Age or Early Migration Period. The traces
of settlement and finds documented within
significant areas, showing craft work on a
considerable scale, along with mercantile
elements and objects and structures indicating
the presence of political leadership, suggests
that Uppékra, at least during the Late Iron Age,
may have had an urban or proto-urban form.

There is no sure evidence that the whole
of the 40 hectare area of the Uppdkra site was

THE UPPAKRA PROJECT 17



settled in one and the same period. However,
the distribution of objects dated to the Late
Iron Age throughout the whole known
occupation layer suggests that much of the
site was occupied.

It would be valuable if it were possible to
compare Uppdkra with the town of Lund, its
probable successor. There is considerable un-
certainty about the extent of early medieval
Lund (Holmberg 1977; Andrén 1985); the
extent of the occupation layers at Uppakra
has therefore been projected on to the area
covered by late medieval Lund (Andrén 1980)
(Fig. 8). The projection places the Storehog
mound, which may have been an important
focal point at Uppdkra, directly over another
focal structure, the cathedral in Lund. This
shows that the difference between the extent
of Lund and that of Uppékra is not large. It is
interesting that the two areas have a striking
similarity in form and orientation.

Prospects for the future

As mentioned above, the Uppékra project, as
a result of sponsorship from Tetra Pak, will be
able to continue at least until 2004, chiefly in
the form of excavations. During 2001 digging
began in an area south of the church in Stora
Uppéakra, with promising results (Larsson
2001a, Lenntorp & Lindell 2002). This means
that future efforts during at least one exca-
vation season will be concentrated on this
area (Larsson 2002). In the final two years
(2003-2004) it is planned to reduce the
archaeological efforts.

The sponsorship funds will finance not
only excavation but also continued analysis
and work on the interpretation of the central
place. In addition, it is planned to analyse the
structure, continuity, and change of the cent-
ral place, but the cost of this will not be
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covered by the sponsorship. Some of these
planned tasks, such as studying the relation
between Uppéakra and nearby Lund, and the
possible existence of a harbour at Lomma on
the west coast of Scania, about 7 kilometres
to the west, have already been discussed (Lars-
son 1998, 2001). Other planned efforts of
partly disparate nature are described below.

The role of iron at the central place

In the metal detector surveys the search has
concentrated on alloys such as bronze and
precious metals. The signals from the metal
detectors indicate that there are considerable
amounts of iron. Thanks to an amateur
archaeologist who has walked the fields for
about fifteen years, the project has obtained a
varied collection of iron objects, comprising
parts of horse bits and tools used for woodwork
and both blacksmithing and fine metalwork.
Detecting for iron has been undertaken once,
giving very good results. The survey covered
the area in which several spearheads and
lanceheads from the Late Roman Iron Age
and Early Migration Period had been found,
both on the surface and by excavation. Their
location and distribution, as well as their
degree of demolition, suggests that they were
part of votive deposits (Hardh 1999). To
obtain a better picture of the scope of the
craft carried on for the ordinary needs of the
site, and for the production of status objects
and items for sale, it is important to acquire a
large quantity of iron, which will hopefully
reflect different activities on the site.

Thanks to work by staff at the Geoarchaeo-
logical Laboratory in Uppsala, we now have
good insight into craft work with alloys and
precious metals (Kresten ez al, 2001). By
special grant it will be possible to study, for
example, the development of the ironworking
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Fig. 8. Projection of the Uppékra site on the area covered by late Medieval
Lund. From S. Larsson 2000: Fig. 81 with additions.

craft over a thousand years. There should be
remains of stages in the process from ore to
finished products, traces of work done on the
site, the scope of which may have varied from
time to time. Moreover, it would be significant
to be able to compare similarities and differences

in craft skill between goldsmiths and blacksmiths.

Systematic ocular surface survey

At Uppékra there has been too little ocular
surface survey in search of glass and other
material not registered by detector. A not
insignificant amount of, for example, glass
has been noticed as the detector users have

walked the fields (Stjernquist 1999), but it
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would be desirable to do more deliberate
searches. The problem is today’s systematic
crop rotation. The fields are sown shortly
after being harvested, which means that only
a limited part of the settlement site can be
investigated at the most favourable time of
the year, in the early spring when the exposed
ground surface has been washed clean by the
winter’s rain and melting snow. In addition,
special conditions are necessary if the mate-
rial is to be noticed. A significant proportion
of the glass was found one morning during a
detector weekend when the remaining dew
made glass unusually easy to observe.

In the last few decades, mechanized deep
ploughing has caused considerable damage to
layers near the surface. Traces of house
structures can thus be detected in ploughed-
up clay, both burnt and unburnt.

Analysis of the build-up of occupation layers at
Uppdkra

As the archaeological investigations have
shown, there are extensive accumulations of
occupation layers dated to the Early Iron Age.
One may speculate about the different factors
steering this process. In the oldest phase of
settlement, until the 5th century, it may have
been a deliberate act, allowing layers to build
up, at times to a total depth of two metres,
giving a distinct rise that may in itself have
been a marker of continuity and tradition. In
certain parts of the site, for example, beside
the Storehdg mound located at the highest
point, there must have been a clear difference
in level — roughly two metres between the
original ground level and the accumulated
occupation layers — in the early part of the
Migration Period. Here the difference in level
changes within a distance of a few dozen
metres.
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Waste from previous generations may also
have been deliberately mixed with more re-
cent remains as a result of deliberate digging,
thus linking past and present, blending the
ownership of different generations. These
speculations about the deliberate use of waste
have been put forward concerning the build-
up of layers at tell settlements in south-east
Europe (Chapman 2000).

It may also be a result of unconscious acts
affecting the handling of waste which later
became an active factor in marking the
significance of the place. When an aristocratic
setting with one or more distinguishable units
was established, the deliberate removal of waste
may have been one way to mark its importance
(Larsson 2001c). The waste was taken away
to emphasize the large estate and its immediate
surroundings, to be simultaneously used to

fertilize the fields.

Intact house floors

Even though the interest of the excavations
was primarily focused on aristocratic settings,
there are other things that may be just as
interesting to consider. For instance, test digs
in 2000 in the south-east of the site (Fig. 4)
revealed several house remains dated to the
Roman Iron Age. Some were marked by well-
preserved floor levels. There are few if any
such floors in other parts of southern Sweden
and eastern Denmark. Investigating a house
with intact floors and analysing different trace
substances could give us a basis for studying
the structure and function — still uncertain
despite the investigation of a large number of
houses — of an ordinary dwelling house in the
Early Iron Age. What was the relation between
the dwelling section, the byre, and the barn?
To enable a study of this, the excavation was
limited to a small area of the floor. In addi-



tion, samples were taken for analysis of phos-
phates and any other substances, in order to
determine how useful these methods are.

Medieval settlement

The metal detector surveys have given us a
good idea of the extent of the medieval settle-
ment that followed the Iron Age settlement at
Uppédkra. With the exception of the coins
(Silvegren 1999), the medieval artefacts are
found within the extent of the village of Stora
Uppékra as known from the land survey maps
(Anglert & Huttu 1999). The excavations
beside the church and in the apse revealed
extensive prehistoric layers and traces of the
Romanesque church which was demolished
in the mid-19th century (Anglert & Jansson
2001). The dating of skeletons from graves
disturbed by the digging to build the foun-
dation walls of the Romanesque church sug-
gest that there was a Viking Age churchyard
on the site (Anglert & Jansson 2001), probably
combined with a wooden church.

Excavations on a limited scale in spring
2001, in a field north of the church corre-
sponding to a farmyard known from the 18th
century, uncovered well-preserved floor layers
and other house structures which can be dated
to the High and Early Middle Ages. It may be
hoped that these observations will be developed
in future into a study of the process leading
from a prehistoric central place to a medieval
row village of a more ordinary form.

Publication

The first publication from the project appeared
in 1998, comprising papers presented to a
seminar held in order to obtain viewpoints
from other scholars with competence of a
kind that could enrich the project’s design

and problem formulation (Larsson & Hardh
1998). This was the start of a series of
publications in the series “Uppékrastudier”
(Fig. 1).

Uppékrastudier 2 appeared in 1999, con-
centrating on a number of analyses of detector
finds as well as glass and pottery (Hardh 1999).
Uppékrastudier 3 contains further analyses of
material from Uppdakra, along with more
studies of topics considered in a broader
geographical perspective based on the results
from Uppékra (Hardh 2001). The clear link
between teaching and research that is one
ambition of the Uppékra project has allowed
a group of students each year in their third
and fourth term of undergraduate study (CD
level) to devote themselves to specific tasks
concerned with central questions based on
the Uppékra project. Several of these studies
have been published in volumes in the series.
Uppékrastudier 4 has a more heterogeneous
content but is chiefly geared to scientific ana-
lyses (Larsson 2001d).

Volume 5 was the dissertation by Bertil
Helgesson. Volume 6 includes the papers pre-
sented to the 52nd Sachsensymposium, which
was held in Lund in 2001 on the theme of
“Central Places in the Migration and Mero-
vingian Periods”. In the near future it is planned
to publish more volumes in the series. One of
them will concentrate on research concerning
the Middle Ages which is relevant to the
project. Others will have studies chiefly related
to different groups of finds in the extensive
material yielded by the metal detector surveys.
The excavation results and the evaluation of
the findings will be assembled in a special
volume.

The doctoral dissertation about Iron Age
settlement in southern Halland, mentioned
above (Carlie 1999), has also been published

as part of the project. Yet another dissertation,
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this time about the Scanian Iron Age in gene-
ral, using insights from the finds at Uppakra,
has been published (Helgesson 2002).

Works directly linked to the Uppdkra
project have been published by other institu-
tions. This is the case with the compilation of
the remains from the Iron Age investigated by
UV-Syd (Jacobsson 2000) and published by
the National Heritage Board. Malmé Kultur-
miljo, the institution that has conducted most
of the other excavations in south-western Sca-
nia, plans to publish a similar compilation
including all remaining excavations (Tegnér
2002).

In addition to this, the investigations and
results of the Uppdkra project have frequently
been presented in the media. The work of the
project has also resulted in a considerable
number of articles, both specialized and
popular (Larsson & Hardh 1998a, 1998b;
Hardh 2000; Larsson 2001b) and a booklet
serving as an exhibition catalogue (Uppdkra —
rikedomar ur jorden 1998), for exhibitions on
varying scales mounted by the Lund Univer-
sity Historical Museum.

Altogether, the result of these efforts is that
the ancient site of Uppdkra, from having been
known only to a small group of professional
archaeologists, is now a familiar phenomenon
among the general public.

The list of articles and publications at the
end of this volume provides the full perspective
of the efforts conducted within the project.
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The Contacts of the Central Place

Birgitta Hardh

Abstract

A central place may be defined on the basis of its contact networks. One aspect of centrality is that long-distance
contacts are channelled via the place. Another aspect is the relations of the centre and the surrounding region.
As the Uppikra centre had a very long existence as a centre, from the beginning of the first millennium up to
the 10th century, it is reasonable to think that its functions, as well as the patterns of contacts, varied through
the centuries. During various parts of the first millennium it is possible to discern contrasts between the western
and the eastern parts of Scania. The western parts seem to have been orientated mainly towards Western Europe.

The record from Uppikra fits well into this pattern.

Birgitta Héirdh, Department of Archaeology and Ancient History, Lund University, Sandgatan 1, SE-223 50

Lund.

Introduction

The concept of central place is frequently
used at present. A place of this kind is con-
sidered to have a number of functions, which
are common to a region of some size.
According to a definition of the concept of
central place put forward by Harrison, it is:
“a place where one or more social functions
are concentrated in such a way that the place
has become the dominating room of the re-
gion” (Harrison 1997:25). Archaeologically,
the site should have a rich and varied find
material indicating various functions (Fabech
1999:45 p.). According to the plan for the
project “The Social Structure of Southern
Sweden during the Iron Age”, a principal
task is to discuss the concept of central place.
Fabech has maintained that we still have a
long way to go until we arrive at a general
understanding of the structure, internal and

external, of the central places as well as of
their variation (Fabech 1997:147). The
concept is becoming vague as places of diffe-
rent character are continuously designated as
central places. Thus, it is of the utmost
importance to define clearly various types of
central places and try to see places of diffe-
rent types in relation to each others. Callmer
has devoted a number of articles to a dis-
cussion of centres, aristocratic residences,
production places and trading places linked
to a long-distance trading network (Callmer
1982, 1994, 1997), which are important
distinctions, necessary in order to handle
unclear central place definitions.

At the settlement site of Uppdkra, to judge
from the abundant and varied finds, manifold
different activities took place over a very long
time. For an understanding of the place, it is
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important on the one hand to discuss the
geographical extent of the influence of the
place, and on the other hand to examine
changes in these functions over a long time
span. In this article, starting from what we
know today about the Uppdkra settlement, I
intend to discuss the external network of
contacts of southern Sweden in a long-term
perspective, from around the birth of Christ
till the beginning of the Middle Ages, ¢. 1100,
and try to regard Uppdkra in this connection.

What we usually call trade had of course a
highly diverse appearance during the long
period concerned here. In 1990 Nisman made
a survey of the development of trade in south
Scandinavia in the Iron Age, a model in six
stages from the Roman Iron Age to the
beginning of the Middle Ages. He discerns a
slow development during the four hundred
years from late Roman time up to ¢. 700 AD
while the last three hundred years of the Iron
Age saw a rapid change in economy and society
(Nisman 1990). According to Nisman’s model,
trade in the Early Roman Iron Age consisted
almost entirely of gift exchange in luxury
goods. The second phase, which is considered
to have started in the Late Roman Iron Age,
was still dominated by exchange of luxury
goods. A new feature of the period is that
more or less established places were now ser-
ving long-distance trade as well as the distri-
bution of indigenous local production. Barter
exchange predominated, although imported
coins were used and precious metal was
weighed as special-purpose money in special
larger transactions. This situation continued
through the Migration and Merovingian
periods. A new stage starts with the esta-
blishment of the trade from the Rhine area.
From the late 8th to late 9th century there are
evident signs of developed forms of trade,
among others imported coins (sceattas) and a
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coinage in Hedeby, even if it is far too early to
speak of a monetary economy. The 10th
century is characterized by Arabic silver as
weighed means of payment, and conditions
in south Scandinavia may be described as a
primitive form of market economy. Medium-
distance trade within Scandinavia increases
and there is a foundation for proper regional
trade. During the late Viking Age the Arabic
silver was replaced by coins from the west.
Silver circulated as hacksilver in small units,
in a system approaching a monetary economy;,
and a royal Danish coinage was introduced.
At the end of the Viking Age some of the
medieval towns were founded. Their foun-
dation was probably due to the need for effec-
tive distribution of regional products rather
than a growth of the Iron Age type of long-
distance trade in luxury products (Nisman
1990:110 p.; cf. Ulriksen 1998:216 pp.).

Contacts with distant regions probably
went through several middlemen. As regards
long-distance trade it is likewise most probably
the interaction between more or less adjacent
regions we can analyse best. In all probability
the distribution of imported goods show the
consumption areas, settlements with their
networks or regions of contacts. Thus the
analysis of contacts will also be an analysis of
settlement patterns and local centre formations
(ct. Stjernquist 1985; Helgesson 2002).

South Scandinavia and the surroun-
ding world

During the first centuries AD the Roman
Empire was still the dominating political and
economic power in Europe. The Empire also
had an impact on remote parts of Germania
Libera; for example, Randsborg emphasizes
how the Danish area was influenced by the



Roman Empire (Randsborg 1988:17). Long-
distance trade in the Early Roman Iron Age
consisted, as we have seen, almost entirely of
gift exchange in luxury products. This may
have meant that, for example, local chiefs in
Germania Libera provided the Roman military
complex with various kinds of raw materials
and in return received Roman luxury goods.
It is clearly seen from the import finds in
south Scandinavia and elsewhere that a very
conscious selection of objects was received,
which might indicate some kind of admini-
stered trade (Hansen 1987:262; Hedeager
1988:149). In Hansen’s opinion, the import
of Roman goods was a prerequisite for pre-
serving the structure of society (Hansen 1987:
265). The contacts might to an extent have
been personal. Scandinavians who, for various
reasons, had stayed within the borders of the
Empire, perhaps serving in the army, retur-
ned home with a knowledge of Roman techni-
ques, military organization, economic matters,
Roman customs and script (Hansen 1987:248).

In the 5th to 7th centuries the situation
was fundamentally different. The Roman
Empire, as a totally dominating unit, was
replaced by a mosaic of amalgamations at
various levels of integration. The Germanic
tribal confederations were eventually con-
solidated into more and more state-like
organizations. The Scandinavian area seems
to have taken part in this process in different
ways. The Frankish realm under the Mero-
vingian dynasty gradually became a mighty
neighbour. According to Randsborg’s charac-
terization, the relation to the neighbour now
meant the internal transformation of the society
rather than external impact as in the earlier
period (1988:17).

From the beginning of the 8th century
trade developed and south Scandinavia gra-
dually became involved in the trading activities

around the North Sea, with the Rhine estuary
as a dynamic focus. Contacts with the Orient
were also developed in this period, and it is
certainly possible to maintain that Scandinavia
and the Baltic area in the Viking Age was
situated at the intersection of influences from
two mighty centres, the Carolingian and later
Ottonian empires and the Abbasid and later
Samanid Caliphates.

In the shadow of the Roman Empire

Roman imports in Scandinavia have mainly
been found in graves. As mentioned above, it
is a highly conscious selection of luxury objects
we find in these contexts, primarily glass and
bronze vessels. Thus the material has passed
at least through two filters, firstly the selection
of objects that reached Scandinavia and
secondly the selection of them that was put
into the tomb.

Randsborg shows how luxury objects in
the time around the birth of Christ were
spread rather evenly over the Germanic and
northern areas. The territories of the local
elites then still seem to have been rather small.
From around ¢. 200 AD onwards we perceive
a tendency to a concentration of imports in
certain areas of Germania Libera. The social
control seems to have been strengthened,
resulting in a deliberate restriction of the distri-
bution of the most precious objects. The old
democratic system, described by Tacitus was
replaced by a more elitist one, although it
seems to have been rather unstable. The distri-
bution of precious objects strengthens the
assumption of a decentralized social structure,
where some centres played a decisive role
(Randsborg 1993:209 pp.).

A typical of this kind of centres is that
they are rather unstable. In the Late Roman
Iron Age, concentrations of imported goods

THE CONTACTS OF THE CENTRALPLACE 29



indicate mighty centres in eastern Zealand
and eastern Funen which, for a period of
uncertain duration, seem to have channelled
long-distance contacts (Hedeager 1990:121;
Hansen 1995:374 pp.; Ulriksen 1998:199;
Axboe 1999:112). As for Stevns, the Roman
imports may possibly have come directly along
water routes. From there they were redi-
stributed to subordinate centres in Zealand,
south-east Funen and Jutland. An exchange
of goods with Mecklenburg, northern Poland
and the Baltic area, Bornholm, Oland, Got-
land and central Sweden can be perceived. A
certain degree of contact, although weaker,
was maintained with Norway (Hansen 1987:
200 pp., 1988:83, Fig. 3). At the end of the
Late Roman Iron Age the patterns of exchange
became more complex, as Scania became more
involved and the contacts with the South
European Chernjakhov culture by the Black
Sea, which mediated glass to the Baltic islands
and east Zealand, were important (Hansen
1988:Figs. 3 and 4).

Ilkjer discussed warfare movements in
south Scandinavia during this period in his
study of bog sacrifice finds. He maintains
that the invasions and war operations, shown
in the composition of the bog finds, in the
initial stages do not seem to have touched
south Sweden. The oldest group of booty
sacrifices is concentrated in southern Den-
mark and indicates attacks from the south.
Finds from ¢. 200 AD show connection to
the Kattegat region, indicating attacks from
the north. Not until . 300 do the finds show
that the Baltic area was exposed to waves of
attacks from some region in central Sweden,
perhaps from Uppland. To this horizon, which
Ilkjeer calls the Ejsbel horizon, he refers, among
others, the finds from Gudingsakrarna, Got-
land; Skedemosse, Oland; and Hassle-Bésarp
in Scania (Ilkjer 2000:68 pp.).
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South Sweden

The sparse occurrence of imported goods in
Scania compared to surrounding areas such
as Zealand, Bornholm and the Baltic islands
has often been observed (e.g., Stjernquist
1977). Apart from two glasses from Oremslla
and two pieces of terra sigillata from Krone-
borg, Hardeberga, the imports in period B
seem to comprise bronze vessels, whereas the
import in period C mainly consists of glass
(Hansen 1987). A bronze vessel, of Ostland
type, was found in a weapon grave from Firlov
in north-eastern Scania. It has been dated to
period C1 (Bjork 1999:69 p.). The bronze
objects dated to period B were, according to
Hansen, produced in the western part of the
Roman Empire (1987:188). For example, a
bronze saucepan from Simris belongs to a
type that was produced in a period when
Roman bronze production was moved to the
provinces. Gaul might be the production area
for it (Stjernquist 1977:39 pp., with cited
references). Hansen has maintained that in
Denmark bronze vessels went out of fashion
as grave goods while glass in the Late Roman
Iron Age tended to be gradually more im-
portant than bronze. This corresponds well to
tendencies observed in the grave goods in late
provincial Roman and early Frankish graves
on the continent (Hansen 1987:261).
Hansen’s compilation of imports in the
Early Roman Iron Age (1987:Karte 37) shows
that the finds in Scania are most abundant in
the eastern and southern parts of the province,
with only a couple of finds from the north-
western parts. There is a striking contrast
between the sparse occurrence in south Sweden
compared to the overwhelming quantities of
finds in Denmark, especially from the islands,
including Bornholm. In the Late Roman Iron
Age (Hansen 1987:Karte 66) the finds from

Scania are more evenly spread over the



Fig. 1. The grave find from Oremélla. Photo SHM.

southern parts of the province, from east to
west. In this period too, the finds from south
Sweden are sparse in comparison to those
from Funen, Zealand, and Bornholm (Fig. 2).

The compilation by Hansen concerns
bronze and glass vessels, and the picture should
be supplemented with other categories of
finds. In the graves at the Simris cemetery, for
instance, there are weapons and mountings
with parallels in the Roman provinces and a
collection of glass gaming pieces coming from
a Roman or provincial Roman area (Stjern-
quist 1955:109; 115 pp.; 125).

Of Roman silver coins, denars, Lind reports
eleven finds from Scania, Halland and Ble-
kinge. They make up three concentrations, in
south-western Scania, in south-eastern Scania
and on the border between Halland and Scania
(Lind 1981:karta 1). Generally the finds con-
sist of between one and five coins, but two
finds are much larger. A hoard from Loderup

in south-western Scania consisted of roughly
600 denars and one from Hasslgv, Flintarp,
Halland, the second largest denar find, has
237 coins (Lind 1981:110). In the 18th cen-
tury an unknown number of denars were
found at Ravlunda on the east coast of Scania
and some more denars have appeared lately
through searches with metal detectors.

Lind maintains that the main share of the
export of denars from the Roman Empire
took place after ¢. 200 AD, more precisely
after 220. He suggests that the Romans might
have bought peace by taking some millions of
the expensive, good denars from before 194/
95, which had been collected to be melted
down, transforming into new, deteriorated
coins. They were instead poured out over
loyal tribes in eastern Europe, in what was
later to become Czechoslovakia, Poland and
the Ukraine (Lind 1988:206 pp.).

A couple of gold objects, dated to the
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Roman Iron Age, also show external contacts.
A gold neck-ring from Ravlunda with a round,
box-shaped clasp and inlayed garnets is,
according to Arrhenius, a Byzantine work from
the 4th century (Arrhenius 1990:123). In
Glostorp, Kiglinge, a “Kolben arm-ring” was
found (Andersson 1993:cat. no. 954). These
rings are in all probability imports from the
continent. An origin somewhere in the south-
east has been suggested. Kyhlberg mentions
“Hunnish and Ostrogothic areas” whereas
Arrhenius thinks that the production might
have taken place in Hunnish as well as
Germanic workshops (Kyhlberg 1986:7; Arr-
henius 1990:129 p.). Rings from dated con-
texts, according to Andersson, belong to the
Late Roman Iron Age (Andersson 1995:68 p.).
As for grave traditions, Nicklasson cau-
tiously suggests that it is possible to identify
two regions in Scania, one south-eastern part
with traits in common with Bornholm and
the Baltic area, and one south-western part,
orientated towards Zealand (Nicklasson
1997:97). This is in accordance with analysis
of pottery from the period, which shows
obvious differences between the eastern and
the western parts of the province. Ceramic
vessels from eastern Scania show a clear
connection mainly with Bornholm but also
with the Baltic islands and eastern Sweden.
Pottery from western Scania, on the other
hand, shows clear connections westwards. The
record here indicates contacts from the north-
western part of the continent to Norway and
west Sweden, contacts which also had an
impact on western Scania (Stjernquist 1955:99
pp.» 103, 163). Pottery, being a mass mate-
rial, usually gives a clearer picture of regional
connections and contacts than other types of
objects, which are often a result of chance.

Uppdkra

The record from Uppékra comprises a group
of glass sherds. Among them there is a rim
fragment from a glass beaker with cut and
polished long ovals. According to Stjernquist,
it should be referred to period C2—-C3 (Stjern-
quist 1999:69 with references). A faceted
beaker, reported to have been found “in the
neighbourhood of Lund”, is slightly younger,
C3. Stjernquist considers the possibility that
it derives from a tomb in the Uppékra area
(Stjernquist 1999:69 pp.). Glass with cut and
polished decoration has been found at several
places in Scania. Stjernquist mentions finds
from Borrby, Riseberga, Valleberga, Dybeck and
Kristineberg at Malmé and Stora Kopinge
(Stjernquist 1999). With the exception of the
Riseberga find, they have all been found in
the south-western and southern parts of Scania.
The sherd from Uppdkra with its long ovals
possibly derives from a vessel made in Wes-
tern Europe (Stjernquist 1999:70, with refs.).
The glass beaker found in the neighbourhood
of Lund may, according to Nisman, have
connection to the Chernjakhov culture and
been produced north-west of the Black sea.
Glass of this type may have been imported
along the waterways north of the Carpathians
(Ndsman 1984).

About 50 Roman denars have been found
in Uppakra (Fig. 3). They were struck by
emperors from Titus to Commodus, thus from
the latter part of the of the first century to the
latter part of the second. The period most
strongly represented is that from Antoninus
Pius, Faustina II to Marcus Aurelius, i.e. 138—
169 AD. The composition corresponds very
well to that of the biggest denar hoard from
Scania, Loderup (Lind 1981:110 p.). Silvegren
has analysed the denars from Uppdkra. She
demonstrates that their composition corre-
sponds well to finds from the rest of Scania,
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Fig. 3. A selection of denars from Uppékra. Photo B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

Bornholm and eastern Zealand. This makes it
probable that denar hoards from these areas
should be regarded as a unit as regards
composition and routes of import. The denars
from Uppdkra fit very well into this context.
Denars found in Jutland, on the other hand,
show early connections to the Rhine provinces
of the Roman Empire and interestingly
enough, the big hoard from Flintarp, Hal-
land, has its closest counterpart in Jutland,
thereby showing other connections than the
denars from Scania (Silvegren 1999:98 p.).
Nielsen has discussed denars from the
Danish area from an archaeological point of
view and stated that denars from Zealand, in
contrast to those from Bornholm and Funen,
are not worn, which could mean that they
were interred relatively fast (Nielsen 1987:152
pp.)- Nielsen thinks that the denars from Born-
holm might have come through Poland or
possibly via Zealand (Nielsen 1987:159 p.).
Hansen maintains that in the first part of the
Late Roman Iron Age (C1b) it is possible to
substantiate connections between Zealand,
Bornholm and the southern coastal areas of
the Baltic Sea, especially Mecklenburg and
Poland (Hansen 1988:83). Some pottery from
Uppékra also shows connections with Born-
holm in this period (Stjernquist 1955:100).
The Uppakra denars have mainly been
found in the plough layer but some denars
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were found in situ in an occupation layer,
together with decorated pottery from the Late
Roman Iron Age (Lindell 2000:22). Denars
seem to have arrived early in Zealand and
were obviously also deposited rather soon.
Hansen suggests that denars in a region such
as Zealand, characterized by administered
trade and long-distance trade, might have
been used as means of payment (Hansen
1987:259). Nielsen interprets denars found
in the occupation layers at Lundeborg and
Dankirke as means of payment (Nielsen
1987:159 p.). In Uppékra the denars make
up a couple of small concentrations but are
otherwise spread all over the settlement area.
This indicates that they were handled all over
the area and may have been used as means of
payment.

It is likely that the denars came to Uppakra
early in the Late Roman Iron Age together
with the stream of imports that also brought
the glass to Scania. Thus, the denars from
Uppékra show the same composition as denars
from Bornholm and eastern Zealand. The
denars from Uppékra are generally not worn,
which is in good accordance with those from
Zealand.

It is not possible to state undoubtedly
through what area the Loderup hoard was
imported. Balling writes that it corresponds
well to other big denar hoards from south



Scandinavia and Central Europe and main-
tains that the coins are in rather good con-
dition, which would indicate deposition in
the 3rd century (Balling 1966). The denars
from Loderup are less worn than those from
Flintarp, which strengthens the impression of
correspondence between the Loderup hoard and
the Uppakra denars (pers. com. U. Silvegren).

Summing up

The distribution of the total amount of Ro-
man imports gives a scattered picture and
seems to indicate bigger settlement areas rat-
her than central settlements. In the Early Ro-
man Iron Age the concentration of Roman
imports is to be found in the south-east,
whereas glass from the Late Roman Iron Age
is more evenly spread. Distribution maps
showing imports in Scandinavia from various
periods (Hansen 1987) give the impression
that the import sometimes reached Bornholm
and sometimes Scania. They do not support
the idea that the import from time to time
was primarily directed to Bornholm. The con-
centration of bronzes in the Early Roman
Iron Age in south-eastern Scania may, however
be connected with Bornholm.

Import to south Scandinavia in the Early
Iron Age was indirect, through various links.
These links were obviously centres through
which the imports were channelled and which
also could act as filters (Hansen 1987, 1988:7).
Investigations carried out by Danish colleges
on Roman imports and bog sacrifices together
show a situation when Scania and south
Sweden, especially at the beginning of the
period, seem to have been outside the central
development. Later, in an advanced part of
the Late Roman Iron Age, Scania became
involved in events of warlike as well as peace-
ful character. The composition of denar finds

indicates a community between Scania,
Zealand and Bornholm. Here it is especially
interesting to notice that a big hoard from
Halland, in contrast, shows connections with
Jutland.

Bjork has compiled a map showing the
distribution of gold, weapons, imports and
Roman coins found in Scania (after Balling
1966; Hansen 1987; Andersson 1993; Nick-
lasson 1997). The map gives a picture of
prestigious objects distributed mainly in the
south-western, south-eastern and north-
eastern parts of the province. Moreover, Bjork
has indicated seven places where two or three
of these categories fall together, one in the
south-west and not less than four in the south-
east (Bjork 1999:79). Bjork also brings Uppéakra
and Vi into the discussion as central places at
a high level (Fig. 4). After the recent inves-
tigations at Uppékra this settlement now has
all of BjorK’s established categories, among others
gold objects such as three pear-shaped breloques
and a spherical pendant (Fig. 5) , Roman denars,
glass, weapon mountings and spurs. Bjork’s
map gives an indication of where we might
find the centres of the elite in the Roman Iron
Age (Bjork 1999:80; cf. Helgesson 2002).

The gold finds found in Scania are espe-
cially abundant in the south-western part of
the province. Regarding the weight of the
gold from each parish, we find concentrations
in south-western, eastern and north-eastern
Scania (Andersson 1993:figs. 56, 58). A snake-
headed ring and a silver rosette brooch, both
types which are referred to by Hansen as
possibly reflecting a social elite, have been
found in south-western Scania (Hansen
1995:375 pp.). Two golden snake-head rings
have also been found on the east coast of
Scania. Together with the above-mentioned
golden neck-ring from Ravlunda, this region
also stands out as especially prestigious.
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South-west Scania appears in many respects
to have been a rich region. The recent
investigations in Uppdakra have strengthened
the picture of a central place, particularly
through traces of extended craft production,
which apparently had an importance beyond
the needs of the population of the settlement.
The pottery from the period gives the impres-
sion of a distinct south-western region in Sca-
nia. Uppakra appears as the indisputable centre.
Finds such as pottery and Roman coins make
it likely that the site had relations to the south-
east of Scania and possibly also to Bornholm.

Besides Simris and Vi, Ravlunda has
manifested itself, through recent detector
searches, as an important centre in eastern
Scania. The record from the period thus shows
a complex picture, with especially eastern Sca-

36 BIRGITTA HARDH

nia being characterized by several places which
might have had some kind of central functions,
whereas western Scania may have been more
centralized. The last decades of investigations
have uncovered settlement sites with finds of
gold, glass, denars etc. which probably
indicates that earlier hypotheses, mainly based
on grave goods, are biased (cf. Serensen
2000:76 pp.).

Migration and Merovingian Periods
— new structures

The Migration Period is characterized by
Hedeager and Tvarng as a period when
thoroughgoing changes made an impact on
society. A new warrior elite gained power, an



Fig. 5. Four gold breloques from Uppékra. Photo B.

Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

elite based on control over land and people
and not, as earlier, based on family relations.
Here we probably have the essence for an
understanding of the migrations as a pheno-
menon (Hedeager & Tvarne 1991:154). The
warrior elite, which that became apparent
around 200 AD, made a break with the old
kin-based society and personal relations
became decisive. Oaths of allegiance and the
bestowal of gifts became the focus of society.
The prerequisite for power was the ability of a
leader to attach warriors to himself, and the
best way to do this was to give from his
fortune and oblige those who received the
gifts to perform services in return. This is the
warlord we encounter repeatedly in the sagas,
the master of land, goods, gold and horses
(ibid.:155; cf. Hedeager 1996).

The Frankish kingdom in the period
between 480 and 750 was, according to Steuer,
a “Personenverbandstat”, characterized by the
Rheiengriber tradition, which often is asso-
ciated with a lifestyle full of retinue, war,
banquets and heroic ballads. Archaeological
traces from this structure could be, among
others, the distribution of ring swords, the
owners of these swords being interpreted as
members of the retinue, followers of a lord
who could attach them to himself by generous
gifts. This system had an impact on its
neighbours and promoted similar political

structures in Scandinavia from the beginning
of the 6th century (Steuer 1989:102 pp.).

A profound difference between conditions
in the Roman Empire and the new Germanic
states is, according to Pohl, that the Roman
armed forces, including the officers, were
sustained by taxes while the kings of the Franks
had to use their own resources for military
expenses including the maintenance of the
retinue (Pohl 1997:42). This explains quite a
lot of the structures in Germania in the Migra-
tion Period.

Scandinavia and the continent

Continental objects found in Scandinavia,
for example, exquisite weapons, ornaments
etc., are usually not regarded as ordinary
trading goods. Arrhenius, in her study on
garnet work, maintains that Frankish pommels
found in Sweden indicate contacts and
diplomacy between Franks and Svear at a
royal level, rather than trade relations. The
hypothesis is supported by the fact that local
Central Swedish goldsmiths in the 6th century
adopted all the Frankish status symbols,
including weapons and horse equipment
decorated with cloisonné, as in the tombs of
Vendel and Valsgirde (Arrhenius 1985:197).
Like the weapons, women’s ornaments are
probably gifts with the character of prestigious
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symbols, but they were obviously spread
through other channels than the weapons, as
their distribution is strikingly different. Fran-
kish disc brooches, for example, were found
in central France, south Germany, Hungary,
Italy and Anglo-Saxon England, but only one
single brooch of this type has been found in
Sweden. On the other hand, there are pro-
portionally more Frankish swords pommels
and other weapon details in Sweden than in
comparable areas on the continent. The reason
must be, according to Arrhenius, that exogamy,
practised for diplomatic purposes, never
included Sweden. The distribution of women’s
ornaments might also mirror mission activities
from the Catholic church. Exquisite jewellery
could have been handed over at Christian
marriage ceremonies (Arrhenius 1985:197).
Through studies of weapon equipment in
Denmark and comparisons with continental
customs, Norgard Jorgensen has been able to
sketch a pattern of varying contacts between
south Scandinavia and the continent, mainly
the Frankish realm. She maintains that it is
already possible early in the 6th century to
perceive the first signs of a continental impact
on the Danish military system. The abundance
of gold in Denmark at this time shows that
the area was not an unimportant alliance part-
ner. During a period up till the early 7th
century there were probably close diplomatic
contacts, which seem to have been broken in
the middle of the century, when other rela-
tions seem to have characterized the Scandi-
navian region. In this period Scandinavia
seems to have gone through an indigenous
development in military organization, inde-
pendent of Frankish customs (Nergéird
Jorgensen 1996:96, 1997:112 pp.).
Arrhenius emphasizes that the Swedish
record mirrors military alliances but not
exogamy. The South Swedish record might,
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however, indicate different conditions. Ner-
gird Jorgensen maintains that contacts bet-
ween Scandinavia and the Merovingian realm
mainly were individual in character and shaped
when they were of benefit to the involved
parties, whether trade, war, peace, marriage
alliances or the like (Norgird Jorgensen
1997:113). Koch demonstrates the presence
of Scandinavian groups of people in Thuringia
and other continental regions. The record
shows clearly that the Thuringians in the early
6th century had close contacts with Jutes and
other Scandinavians (Koch 1999:179). From
the middle of the 6th century up to the
beginning of the 7th century it is highly
possible that Scandinavians were accepted as
warriors and “Gefolgschaftsfiithrer” in the
Frankish army. Women’s ornaments, weapons
and horses show intense contacts between
Scandinavia and Frankish Austrasia. Political
reorganization among the Franks caused a
cessation of the contacts, and at the beginning
of the 7th century all traces of pagan, Scan-
dinavian culture disappear from the Mero-
vingian realm (Koch 1999:183 pp.).

However, some kind of trade connections
seem to have existed. Hansen emphasizes that
the fall of the West Roman Empire had little
or no impact on trade with Scandinavia. Late
Roman and Frankish glass was imported as
earlier, although now concentrated mainly in
western Denmark, Bornholm and the Baltic
islands as well as in central Sweden. Obviously
there was a continuous demand for raw mate-
rial from the north (Hansen 1989:52). The
finds from Dankirke manifestly show the
connections of western Denmark to the
Frankish area (Jensen 1991:74).

The distribution of imports shows sub-
stantial differences in the Migration Period
compared to the Roman Iron Age. Hansen
gives a picture of the course of events which is



useful here. In the Migration Period Zealand
lost its dominating role regarding long distance
contacts. Typical of the period is the emergence
of a number of centres, of economic/political
importance, which make the picture more
complex. The evidence, especially glass, shows
contacts between present-day Denmark, Sca-
nia, Bornholm and further eastwards. Frankish
imports become more frequent on Bornholm,
Oland and Gotland than in the Roman Iron
Age (Hansen 1988:Fig. 5).

Scandinavian contacts and alliances with
the Merovingian realm, as mentioned above,
reached a climax around 600 AD. Thereafter
the indications of contacts decrease and later
cease altogether. In the 8th century it is no
longer possible to identify a Merovingian/
Frankish influence on the military symbols of
the old military elite in Scandinavia (Nergard
Jorgensen 1997:115). Koch gives the same
picture of broken contacts (1999). The close
relations between south Scandinavia and the
continent which prevailed earlier thus seem to
have come to an end in the Merovingian Period.

The 7th century has been regarded as a
problem in south Scandinavian archacology
due to deficient or anonymous source mate-
rial. In the publication Fra Stamme til Stat
Nisman states that the problem concerning
the sources is not due to chance but instead
shows definite historical conditions. The mute
7th century thus becomes an interesting his-
torical problem (Nisman 1991:165). Rands-
borg maintains that, in a broad geographic
perspective, the 7th century is a period of
large transformations in the vast area from
the Near East to Scandinavia. Cultures, socie-
ties and economies came to an end or were
transformed at the same time as new pheno-
mena appeared (Randsborg 1991:14).

There are also several indications of new
conditions in Scandinavia. According to Ner-

gard Jorgensen, this is a period characterized
by consolidation of the central powers,
eventually manifested by big structures being
built at the same time as the first traces of a
historically known dynasty became visible in
present-day Denmark (Nergird Jergensen
1997:115; also Nisman 1991:175).

In the neighbourhood of south Scandi-
navia, the Merovingian Empire is an important
power, which influenced its surroundings in
many ways. The development of society has
been sketched by Steuer. He sees a number of
new traits, which characterize Germanic
societies in the process of developing new
territorial structures after the breakdown of
the old ones in the Migration Period (Steuer
1982:517 p.). Steuer maintains that, at the
end of the Merovingian period and the
transition to the Carolingian era, the open
“ranked society” was replaced by a more
hierarchal, closed society where a hereditary
nobility had emerged. This class was no longer
dependent on spectacular mortuary traditions
to manifest itself. Instead, it was characterized
by real property, permanent settlement and
solidly built churches (Steuer 1989:120).

Obviously the successful Merovingian
kingdom served as a model for leading groups
in almost all Germanic societies, especially in
the 7th and 8th centuries, and several of these
traits can probably be transferred to Scandi-
navian conditions (Nisman 1991:174; Hei-
lund Nielsen 1991:146). Nisman states that
the society of the Danes, created during the
turmoil of the Late Roman Iron Age and the
Migration Period, was the strongest power of
the Baltic. At the same time, this power was
probably exposed to internal as well as external
pressure, which led to a mobilization of the
resources of the society (Ndsman 1991:175).
This can probably be explained by the
possibilities for, above all, the south Jutish
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region to become involved in the North Sea
region, where fighting between petty kings,
especially in England, gave good opportunities
to gain wealth (Ulriksen 1998:222). Nisman
sees a centre—periphery relation within the
south Scandinavian region, where Bornholm
and partly also Scania belonged to the outskirts
of the Danish realm but were not necessarily
politically subordinate (Ndsman 1991:173).
The contact pattern of south Scandinavia
has been studied through animal decoration
by Heilund Nielsen. She analyses three
regions, south Scandinavia, Gotland and the
Milaren area, which she perceives as funda-
mentally different (Fig. 6). In the 7th century
south Scandinavia appears as an expansive
power, eager to incorporate new areas and
affect its surroundings (Heilund Nielsen
1991:147). In this period Blekinge, Oland
and perhaps also Sméland were included in
the south Scandinavian sphere of interest. At
the same time contacts with Gotland increases.
South Scandinavia expanded and simul-
taneously took the leadership in the field of
style, of objects of magnificence, as well as of
more common objects. In the 8th century
connections to the Milaren area as well as
towards Gotland declined. There was a shift
of interest towards the continent, and south
Scandinavia was incorporated into the conti-
nental long distance trade network, which
probably also brought changes in trade rela-
tions (Heilund Nielsen 1991:147 pp.).
Nisman’s, Norgird Jorgensen’s and Hoi-
lund Nielsen’s pictures of the development in
south Scandinavia during the 7th and 8th
centuries can possibly be combined. The
broken connections between the continent
and south Scandinavia fell in a period when
the latter area directed its interest northwards.
This possibly promoted an accumulation of
strength as well as consolidation. The warriors
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Fig. 6. Types characteristic of three main geographic
regions: a) South Scandinavian types, b) Gotlandic
types, ¢) Central Swedish types. After Hoilund
Nielsen 1991, Fig. 3.



who had joined retinues and alliances in the
Merovingian realm used their experiences to
build up their own positions of power. The
early 8th century brought a new situation
with renewed contacts with the continent,
but now obviously of another character.

South Sweden

Through the distribution of the gold in Migra-
tion Period Scania, its south-western part
emerges as a large and rich region possibly
with a concentration of gold finds within and
around Uppdkra. In western Scania, north of
the Lodde River, there is an even spread along
the west coast. In eastern Scania there is a
clear concentration in the south-east and a
group of gold finds in the north-east, along
the Helge River. Ravlunda stands out as a
small but distinct concentration (Stromberg
1963:karta II; Stjernquist 1983:Fig. 3; Stjern-
quist 1993:28; Helgesson 2002). In the 5th
century gold, mainly in the form of solidi,
dominates the picture of the imports. As gold
in its entirety is imported, local gold orna-
ments in a way also represent imports.

In her study of Late Roman and Byzantine
gold solidi in Scandinavia, Fagerlie states that
the import of these started in the 450s and
that the climax was reached some decades
later (Fagerlie 1967:163). Solidi, according to
her, were mediated to Scandinavia via the
Ostrogoths. She sees the Vistula and later the
Oder estuaries as points of departure for the
influx to the Baltic area (1967:164 pp.). She
also thinks that solidi arrived in Scandinavia
as a result of trade (1967:171). This opinion
has been criticized by Herschend and by
Kyhlberg. They both maintain that the influx
of solidi was not even and regular but indicates
that solidi were imported on special occasions.
This might be the result of larger payments

from the East Roman emperor, in order to
avoid threats on the borders (Herschend 1980;
Kyhlberg 1986; also Arrhenius 1990:119).

Fagerlie regards Bornholm and the Swe-
dish mainland as secondary compared to
Oland and Gotland as regards the import of
solidi (1967:117, 150). On the three islands
coins circulated as coins. On the Swedish
mainland and in Denmark, apart from Born-
holm, they were instead used as ornaments. A
large share of the solidi found in Scania are
worn, and several of them also have loops
(1967:139 pp.). Is it really the case that the
solidi from Scania, and perhaps also from
Blekinge, first came to Oland or Gotland
then to Bornholm and thereafter were trans-
mitted to south Sweden? It is difficult to
understand why Bornholm, as Fagerlie sug-
gests, had a secondary position in relation to
the other islands. Bornholm is situated directly
opposite the Oder estuary and communi-
cations from the Oder to Oland in all proba-
bility passed Bornholm.

The distribution of solidi in south Sweden
does not show any clear concentrations. The
coins are usually single finds and are spread
along the coasts of Scania and Blekinge. In
Augerum, Blekinge, two solidi have been
found together with four gold bracteates
(Fagerlie 1967:179 pp.). In western Scania
there are seven finds in a sparse spread from
Brunnby in the north-west to Reng in the
south-west. In south-eastern Scania five finds
from Ravlunda to Ystad might form a kind of
concentration, also including the hoard from
Hérup with 24 coins, the only coin hoard in
Scania (Stjernquist 1983:Fig. 3). The picture is
scattered and perhaps indicates several centres.
The solidi in Scania might indicate first and
foremost where people lived who were able to
obtain gold. Just as in the Roman Iron Age,
Scania and south Sweden seems to have been
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outside the central network of contacts. The
solidi found in south Sweden perhaps show
contacts mainly with Bornholm. It is interes-
ting to notice that the Hérup hoard was found
only a few kilometres from the big denar hoard
from Loderup. Possibly these hoards together
should be seen as indications of contacts
between Bornholm and south-eastern Scania.

Also glass is of great importance in this
connection. A collection of fragments from
“Snartemo” beakers is known from the Gérd-
16sa settlement (Stjernquist 1986; 1993:120).
They are probably of Western European
origin, although Scandinavian production has
also been suggested (Stjernquist 1999:75 with
references). It is important to consider glass
sherds from settlements as they probably
indicate contacts of another kind and other
types of relations than the gold coins.

In a woman’s grave in a cemetery in Onsvala,
about 4 km south-west of Uppékra, a big
relief brooch was found. Its best parallels are
known from Norway and it belongs to a group
with primary distribution in central and
northern Scandinavia. In the same grave there
were also two Husby brooches, a type well
known from central Sweden and Finland. The
Onsvala grave is dated to slightly before the
middle of the 6th century (Larsson 1982:158
pp-; Magnus 2001). In other respects, there are
foreign traits in the tomb and almost every
object has parallels in central Sweden or
southern Norway. The most likely explanation
is that the woman in the grave came from
central Sweden (Larsson 1982:188).

Some mountings and brooches, dated to
the Migration Period, indicate contacts with
the continent or England. A strap holder of
silver, gilded and with niello, from a sword
scabbard was found in Vi. The decoration
has parallels in the Sjérup hoard, central Sca-
nia, as well as on a couple of swords from
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Wiirttemberg, Germany (Stréomberg 1961,
1:89). A strap end from Bjire might have
come to Scania from the north-east German
area at the beginning of the Migration Period
(Stromberg 1961 1:90). Some relief brooches
show connections to England (Stromberg
1961 1:96 p.) whereas there is also a link to
Denmark especially in the early Migration
Period (Magnus 2001). This group of objects
came probably to south Sweden as a result of
personal contacts rather than trade.

Central Scania probably had a particular
character in the Migration Period. Within a
limited area between the lakes Ostra Ring-
sjon and Finjasjon, approx. 30 by 15 km, a
number of spectacular finds from the 5th
century have been made. These are hoards,
the most well-known coming from Sésdala,
Fulltofta and Sjérup. The Sésdala and Full-
tofta finds contain mountings and pendants
decorated in what is usually called Sosdala
style. The style is thought to have emerged as
the result of interplay between Late Roman
and Germanic traditions and is especially
abundant in south Sweden. Objects decorated
in this style show strong contacts between
Scandinavia, especially south Scandinavia, and
Eastern Europe down to the Danube region
in the 5th century (Arrhenius 1987; Arrhenius
1994:190 pp.). The depots from Sjérup and
Ankhult are characterized by mountings and
clasps in chip-carving. The deep cut chip-
carving shows influences from the south-east,
possibly from Pannonia (Strémberg 1961, 1:91).

Fabech thinks that the Sésdala and Full-
tofta finds are funeral sacrifices, a custom
characteristic of nomadic peoples. She main-
tains that the finds from central Scania indicate
connections with Central Europe, shown not
only in objects but also in religious rites and
ceremonies. This would mean that in central
Scania there was a kind of centre with con-



tinental contacts manifested not only in ma-
terial culture but also in continental funerary
rites being applied (Fabech 1991:130 pp.,
1993, 1999:467 p.). Fabech regards central
Scania in the Migration Period as a settle-
ment founded on other resources than mainly
agrarian ones (1993:218). Stromberg, referring
to finds of iron slag, has suggested that one of
the most important reasons for the localization
of the settlement might have been iron
production (Strémberg 1961,1:179). However,
this does not seem to be a region rich in iron
ore (cf. Odman 1998:Fig. 3). The position in
the border area between more central regions
in western and eastern Scania might also have
been of importance (Fabech 1999:468).

Also from the Merovingian period there
are a number of objects from Scania, which
show connections, mainly to Western and
Central Europe together with the Irish/Bri-
tish region. Some swords should probably be
regarded in connection with Western Euro-
pean impulses, regarded to be continental
types, which had been developed in Frankish
workshops and adopted on a large scale in
Scandinavia in the Vendel Period (Stromberg
1961, 1:106 p.). A couple of clasps from Trelle-
borg and Kivlinge belong to the early Mero-
vingian Period, both showing continental
connections. The Kivlinge clasp has parallels
in southern Germany but might be a Scandi-
navian product, made according to foreign
models (Stromberg 1961, 1:113 p.).

A variant group of mountings and weapons
belong to the late Migration Period, 8th
century. They may all have been imported or
made locally. A typical feature of the whole
group is that it shows affinities to Western
Europe, especially from the British Isles (Strém-
berg 1961 1:109 pp.). These objects likewise may
very well represent personal relations, and the
Western European connection is very obvious

There are sherds from glass vessels of high
quality at settlements from various parts of
Scania, Trelleborg, Ahus and Gardlssa (Stjern-
quist 1999). Sherds from Valleberga, Kverre-
stad and Tygapil probably also belong in this
connection (Stjernquist 1999:87 p.). The dist-
ribution of glass in the occupation layers of
the settlements is important, giving a more
reliable picture of external contacts than grave
finds; however the settlement investigations
so far have only given sporadic glimpses of
the distribution (cf. Ndsman 1990:90 p.).

Uppdkra

Among the finds from the Migration Period
from Uppékra there is a remarkably large
group of gilded or gold ornaments with garnets
(Fig. 7). A couple of S-shaped brooches are
worth considering in this connection. The
first one belongs to a group of brooches from
Italy and southern Germany up to the Rhine—
Main. North of this area the type has not
been found, with the exception of the Uppédkra
brooch. Another one belongs to a type with a
wider distribution. It has been found in northern
France, southern Germany, Langobardian Aus-
tria, Hungary, Slovenia and northern Italy. There
are several suggestions concerning its origin,
such as the Gallo-Roman or East Merovingian
area. The date of both brooches should be the
6th century (Branca ez al. 1999 with references).

A group of small equal-armed brooches
with round garnets are referred to in Germany
as “Dreirundelfibeln”. They have a clear con-
centration with Thuringia but occur also in the
Rhine area and have been seen as a record of
contacts between Thuringians and Franks at
the end of 5th century and the first half of the
6th (Brandt 1999:123 p.; Hardh 2002:44 ff.,
Fig. 6). It is striking that five brooches of this
type have been found in Uppékra, and they
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Fig. 7. A selection of gilded garnet ornaments from Uppéakra. Photo

B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

must be considered together with the contacts
between southern Scandinavia and the continent
discussed above (cf. Helgesson 2002).

An oval brooch with inlaid garnets has a close
parallel from Gudme (Fig. 7). It was probably
made in Southern Europe, perhaps in northern
Italy in the late 6th century or around 600
(Jensen & Watt 1993:197; Helgesson 2002).
A mounting in gold cloisonné which originally
had about 40 garnets is obviously a continental
work of high quality (Fig. 7; Helgesson 2002).

Also belonging to the continental group
of ornaments is a small gold pendant consis-
ting of a beaded rim and volutes of wire in the
middle. It has a parallel in a bracteate hoard
from Klidggersd (Stromberg 1963:Fig. 23). The
type is not uncommon in the Alamannian
area in present-day south-western Germany
(Christlein 1979:Taf. 58).

So, from the Migration Period we have quite
a collection of continental ornaments. Even if
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the size of the single ornaments is small, they
undoubtedly possess the character of presti-
gious objects: gold, gilding, and garnets. Inter-
preted according to Arrhenius, for example,
they should indicate close connections, perhaps
marriage relations. As there is quite a number
of them they also probably represent a rather
large proportion of these relations.

A silver pendant with two gilded snakes
(Hardh 1999a) and a sword pommel of silver
show through their and decoration connec-
tions with central Scania with the striking
collection of hoards. The pendant shows an
association with the Sosdala hoard, not least
through its stamped decoration, whereas the
pommel with chip-carving decoration has a
parallel in the Sjorup hoard (Fig. 8). It is very
interesting that it is possible to demonstrate a
connection between central Scania and Uppéakra,
however, it is still too early to discuss the
character of these contacts.



Fig. 8. A silver pendant and a silver sword pommel from Uppékra.

Photo B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

The glass is, as mentioned, extremely im-
portant for demonstrating external contacts.
Some glass sherds have been found in Uppéakra.
Their number is limited but the variation is
great and important conclusions can be drawn
from them. They show contacts, first and
foremost with Western Europe (Stjernquist
1999). The glass may also be seen as an
indication of a special social milieu and should
be considered together with the gilded garnet
ornaments. Four sherds from Snartemo
beakers belong to the Migration Period. In
Scania similar sherds have, as mentioned
above, previously been found at the Gardlssa
settlement. Glass of this type has also been
found at Helgo and Bornholm and elsewhere
(Stjernquist 1999:71).

The glass finds from the Merovingian Pe-
riod show a continuity from the previous
period. Some sherds, possibly deriving from
claw beakers, bag beakers or squat jars, show

a connection with the continent or England
in the Migration Period or early Merovingian
times (Stjernquist 1999:75). A slightly later
dating should be given to some sherds from
reticella glass and glass with gold foil decora-
tion (Fig. 9). Reticella glass has been found at
several places such as Birka, Helgo, Dankirke/
Ribe, Sorte Muld, Hedeby among others. The
specimens of gold-foil glass known from
Scandinavia are almost entirely found at trading
centres or other places of a central character.
On the continent gold-foil glass is known
from, for example, Paderborn and Dorestad.
They date from the 7th to the 9th centuries,
probably with a concentration in the 8th cen-
tury (Stjernquist 1999:79 pp.). A couple of
sherds from Uppakra come from palm cups.
This is one of the most common types from
the Merovingian Period, belonging to the 7th
and 8th centuries (Stjernquist 1999: 85).
Thus, the glass from Uppdkra shows
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Fig. 9. Glass — gold foil and reticella beakers from Uppékra. Photo B. Almgren,

LUHM. 1:1.

contacts with England and the continent,
especially the Rhine area (Stjernquist 1999:
89). The glass, especially the youngest, fits
very well into the picture of economic con-
solidation of the North Sea region. Sherds of
the same types as from Uppékra are moreover
known from other sites in Scania, Valleberga,
Tygapil, Kverrestad and Trelleborg. They
strengthen the impression of Scanian contacts
with the Rhine area in Migration—Merovingian
times (Stjernquist 1999:87 p.).

In Ribe as well as in Ahus Roman copper
coins have been found in contexts that show
that they were used long after their issue. In
Ahus one such copper coin was found and in
Ribe five sceattas were found together with a
Roman copper coin from the 4th century.
On the continent it is not unusual to find
Roman coins in late contexts, for example, in
“Rheiengriber” (Callmer 1984:35).

The question is whether it is reasonable to
think that Roman copper coins were used as
means of payment in the Migration Period.
Their main occurrence is in regions where
Roman cultural and economic elements con-
tinued. It is probable that Roman copper coins
were used after the withdrawal of Roman
administration, but for how long and to what
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extent is difficult to determine. The record
from Ribe and Ahus clearly shows the rele-
vance of the hypothesis of a prolonged use of
Roman copper coins within certain subsystems
in Western Europe (Callmer 1984:35 p.).
Three Roman copper coins are known
from Uppakra, two of which have been dated
to the 4th and 5th centuries. From the discus-
sion above it is reasonable to consider whether
they could have been used as means of
payment as late as the Migration Period in
Uppékra. Otherwise there are no coins from
the middle part of the Iron Age from Uppékra.
The ornaments from the Migration Pe-
riod also indicate, as mentioned above, con-
tacts within Scandinavia, particularly with the
north. For instance, a fragment of a big equal-
armed brooch, U5681, has parallels in eastern
central Sweden and Finland. The type has not
been found so far in Norway or Denmark.
Generally, the brooches from Uppakra indicate
that the contacts with central and northern
Scandinavia were closer in the middle of the
6th century than before (Magnus 2001).
Gold-foil figures are usually considered as
having been attached to trading and central
places, or as Watt puts it, to “the homes of petty
kings or chieftains with well established poli-



Fig. 10. Patrices for gold foil figures. Photo B. Almgren, LUHM. 2:1.

tical or trade contacts outside their local sphere
of influence”. They probably also indicate
pre-Christian religious activities (Watt 1999b:
174). So far three gold-foil figures have been
found at Uppékra'. One depicts a man and a
woman and has its best parallels in Lunde-
borg on Funen and Toftegird in east Zealand.
One is a female figure, which in its general
outlines and style is associated first and fore-
most with Bornholm but with some parallels
also from Funen and Jutland. Two bronze
thin sheets with figures from Vi and Gérdlosa
are closely associated (Watt 1999a: 178 p.).
The production of gold-foil figures shows
an indisputable connection between Uppékra
and Bornholm. Conclusive here are two,
possibly three patrices for the production of
gold-foil figures (Fig. 10). Such patrices are
very rare, and the new finds from Uppékra
have extended the group considerably. One
patrix, which has a female figure seen in profile,
has not been used for any now known figures
but there are several south Scandinavian items
with rather similar female figures. The other
patrix, which is very worn, shows the picture
of a man in profile. Among the large collection
of gold-foil figures from Sorte Muld, Bornholm,
there are four specimens, which with great
probability were made with this patrix (Watt
19992a:180 p.). Thus, the patrix and the gold

foil figures show direct contact between crafts-

men and workshops in Scania and Bornholm.

The detector finds from the Merovingian
Period consist to a high degree of traces of
metalwork. One large category of finds is
brooches, several of which were fragmented
already in prehistoric time. The brooches are
of Scandinavian, especially south Scandina-
vian types. Worn and fragmented items
probably indicate that they are intended for
recycling. Moulds for making Merovingian
Period brooches were recently also found
during excavations (Fig. 11). Among them
the beak-shaped brooches are distinguished
by their large number; about 200 have been
found in Uppékra. Besides, this is the most
common type of Merovingian period brooch
in south Scandinavia and thus well suited for
elucidating contact networks within Scania as
well as in the south Scandinavian area. From
an analysis of details of the brooches, technical
and decorative, it is obvious that there is a
clear south-east Scandinavian tradition which
connects Scania to Bornholm. Further, among
the Scania brooches there is a smaller element
of Zealand traits. It is also possible to connect
certain types to Uppdkra production, and
brooches were transmitted from Uppdkra to
various parts of Scania. Production of brooches
on a smaller scale is furthermore manifested
ata couple of other settlements (H&rdh 1999b,
2001). Independent production of beak-
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Fig. 11. Clay moulds for beak-shaped brooches. Photo B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

shaped brooches has been demonstrated in
Ravlunda by recent finds.

The large-scale brooch production in the
Merovingian period is something new, indi-
cating new conditions. It has traits of mass
production, the production of everyday ob-
jects, and it is undoubtedly used local mate-
rial (Fig. 12). The brooches are made of bronze
and constitute a current element in the
women’s graves in south Scandinavia from
the period. They show that larger groups than
before had a share in craft products. Nisman
gives a picture of a south Scandinavian society
with a gradually more centralized system,
aiming at a surplus, especially manifest from
¢. 700 AD (Nidsman 1999:3 p.). The intense
craft production could thus be a part of the
central place’s integration with the surroun-
ding region. Crabtree has drawn attention to
the evident social and economic changes that
took place in England in the 7th and 8th
centuries. These include growth of the trade,
regional as well as long-distance, with the
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emergence of proto-urban settlements where
the inhabitants were involved in activities other
than agrarian and thus had to be sustained
with commodities. This in turn stimulated the
development of specialization of agriculture
(Crabtree 1996:73). A beak-shaped brooch
in a grave at Onsvala has close parallels in
Uppékra and probably shows the spread of
products from the central place to the
surrounding region (Hardh 2001:Fig. 7). The
new situation for craft production probably
also had an impact on societal development.
For the North Sea area, Hodges has indicated
the creation of a new order — urban craftsmen,
that led to social interdependence and produc-
tive specialization in this period (Hodges
2000:83).

Summing up

As mentioned above the gold finds indicate
several concentrations of wealth and power in
the Migration Period, with the emphasis in



the south-west as well as in the east of Scania.
Ornaments and weapon details of foreign
origin are scattered in various parts of the area
of investigation. They give occasional glimpses
of personal contacts, sometimes manifested
in graves like the woman's grave from Onsvala,
where the woman probably came from cen-
tral Scandinavia. A similar interpretation is
probably valid for the striking group of
continental ornaments found in Uppakra.

The glass is present through all periods
but tends to be more abundant and varied in
the Merovingian period. Probably the glass
indicates trade connections, and shows South
Swedish contacts with the North Sea trade.
Glass, often found as sherds at settlements, is
especially important as it indicates relations
of another kind than occasional belt moun-
tings or ornaments.

The Sésdala deposit might show a special
aspect of imports, that of ideas. As for Uppéakra,
it is important that some finds show a connec-
tion to the distinctive milieus in Middle Scania.

The 7th century differs in many ways from
the preceding and the following periods. Be-
sides glass, possibly dated to this period, there
are very few indisputable imports. Ornaments
from Uppdkra are mainly of local appearance
and there are also signs of production of
ordinary objects on a large scale. Perhaps these
two phenomena are connected, a tendency to
isolation and establishment of a local produc-
tion directed towards a broad group of
customers. The Uppékra production is linked
into a clear south Scandinavian, sometimes a
south-east Scandinavian network. The craft
products are sometimes restricted to western
Scania, sometimes they show connections to
more remote parts of the province. In style
and craft traditions the relations with Born-
holm are obvious.

So, the Merovingian period record from

south Scandinavia gives a more local impres-
sion than that from the previous period and
moreover, rather small craft districts may be
delimited. This is in accordance with Nergard
Jorgensen’s and Heilund Nielsen’s thoughts
of, on the one hand, a more isolated Scandi-
navia and on the other hand a Scandinavia
establishing and consolidating its position.
The later part of the Merovingian period
shows, for Uppékra, continuity from the
earlier part with a large indigenous production
of simpler ornaments but also gradually a
more prestigious element. In Scania weapons
and details from ornaments, primarily from
the 8th century, show contacts with Western
Europe. From Uppékra there is a group of
mountings from the continent and the British
Isles dated to the transition from the Mero-
vingian period to the Viking Age (cf. below).

Viking Age

The world in the Viking Age was dominated
by mighty economic and political power centres,
in the south-east the Caliphate and Byzan-
tium, and in Western Europe, the Carolingian
realm. Scandinavia was obviously at the
intersection of influences from both directions.

In the close neighbourhood of Scandinavia
was the Carolingian realm, where trade under
royal control played a major part (Ulriksen
1998:223 with references). The North Sea
area, clearly continuing from the previous
period, had a crucial impact primarily on
south Jutland with Ribe and Hedeby, which
made up an economic focus for much of
south Scandinavia (Steuer 1987:Figs. 4-7; Jen-
sen 1991:84 pp.; Ndsman 1991; Hardh 1996).
Hedeby was established as a big and important
trading place at the beginning of the 9th century.
The place could be controlled by the Danish
king and gave good possibilities for contacts
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Fig. 12. Five fibulae from Uppakra, probably from the same model, all with the
same outline but with variations in size up to 1 mm perhaps due to shrinkage of the
clay mould. Photo B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

with Western Europe (Callmer 1994:63 p.).
The contacts eastwards along the Russian
rivers are documented by the import of Ara-
bian coins. Most scholars seem to agree that
Arabian coins did not arrive in the Baltic area
until the end of the 8th century or around
800, manifested by the record from Staraja
Ladoga and elsewhere (Callmer 1976; Noonan
1986:341; Jansson 1989:569). According to
Jansson, Birka has a special position in this
respect, having an extremely rich and varied
assemblage of Oriental material, with no
counterparts in the rest of Scandinavia. The
finds reflect a considerable Oriental impact
on Sweden, in clear contrast to western
Scandinavia and the countries south of the
Baltic (Jansson 1989:631). Concerning Birka,
Ambrosiani maintains that the place was on
the margins, between influences from the
North Sea area, which dominated up to the
middle of the 9th century and influences from
the Islamic, Byzantine and Khazar regions,
the latter dominating the picture totally from
the end of the 9th century. Ambrosiani
maintains that the Birka record shows that
the eastern contacts became more important
only at the end of the 9th century. The few
coins, beads and other objects of eastern origin
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from earlier layers in Birka might, according
to Ambrosiani, very well have come via the
Mediterranean to the Carolingian area and
from there been transmitted to more peri-
pheral regions in the north (Ambrosiani
1999:242).

In the early Viking Age there was a network
of trading places along the coasts of the Baltic.
They all have rather similar material with,
among other things, imports showing con-
nections with Western Europe. They were
connected to the well-developed North Sea
trade but indicate also Baltic trade linked to
the Slavonic area. Through these places
contacts, not the least between Slavonic and
Scandinavian areas, but also with more remote
areas, in the west as well in the east, were
channelled (Callmer 1989; Ambrosiani 1999:
241 p.).

South Sweden

In Viking Age silver hoards there are some
obvious horizons which indicate variations in
the contact network. The most evident
changes are naturally seen in the coins. A 9th-
century hoard from Hiljarp, Tofta, contains
some 30 Carolingian coins together with



Fig. 13. The hoard from Hiljarp, Tofta, Scania. Photo . Kristensson. 4:5.

mountings and ornaments of Western Euro-
pean origin (Fig. 13). Up to the late 10th
century Arabic coins dominate the hoards,
being replaced by Western European coins,
mainly English and German, at the close of
the century. Some finds from the last decades
of the 10th century also contain early Scandi-
navian issues, probably struck in Hedeby or
south Jutland. From the 11th century there is
a gradually increasing element of royal Danish
issues in the hoards.

A number of hoards from the 9th and
early 10th century contain Western Euro-
pean imports, cast mountings and filigree
work. These hoards have been found in the
western parts of Scania and one in Halland.
From the middle of the 10th century and
some decades on (c. 950-990), there are
fragments of eastern rings, of Permian type,
and some eastern pendants in the hoards.

These objects derive from present-day Russia
and are sometimes referred to as Khazarian.
The two pendants come from hoards from
westernmost Scania. Hoards with ring frag-
ments have a wider distribution and have
been found in western, southern and northern
parts of Scania and also with Blekinge (Hardh
1976). As mentioned above, the assembled
indications from hoards, other find combi-
nations, stratigraphy from Birka and finds from
Staraja Ladoga, show that Arabic coins appea-
red in the Baltic area at the earliest around
800. The earliest silver hoards with Arabic
coins in south Sweden have a clear concen-
tration to western Scania and to the coastal
areas of Halland (Hirdh 1996). The two
eastern pendants, from Helsingborg (Fig. 14)
and Tottarp, have also been found in the
westernmost parts of Scania (Hardh 1976b:
Taf. 35:36, Taf. 50:4). The geographical distri-
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Fig. 14. An Oriental pendant from Filborna, Hel-
singborg, Scania. Photo author. 1:1.

bution may indicate that the early eastern
objects in South Swedish hoards, the oldest
coins and the pendants, mainly came from
the west, perhaps via Hedeby. The fragments
of Permian rings might have come the same
way and then been internally distributed in
south Sweden.

Almost every large hoard dated from the
980s up to the middle of the 11th century
contains granulated beads, pendants, earrings
etc. originating in the northern parts of present-
day Poland and Germany, the west Slavonic
area. These hoards have been found in south-
western and eastern Scania together with a
hoard from Blekinge Thus this west Slavonic
horizon is very distinct. In the same period as
the west Slavonic silver the hoards are domi-
nated by English and German coins showing
a massive impact from the south and west.

The big hoard from Hjortsberga, Johannis-
hus, Blekinge, from early 12th century, con-
tains some fragments from the area around
the Gulf of Finland. In the Baldringe hoard
from southern Scania there are also a couple
of fragmentary pins of Baltic types. Thin
sheet with embossed decoration in the
Hjortsberga hoard has parallels in the Oland
hoard from Béda from the 1020s. In both
cases they seem to derive from the region
around the Gulf of Finland. The Hjortsberga
hoard seems to contain elements from widely
different periods and it is very difficult to
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date individual unminted objects. The objects
from the hoards from Baldringe, Hjortsberga
and Boda indi-cate sporadic contacts, direct
or indirect, with the areas east of the Baltic in
late 10th century and at least into the first half
of the 11th century.

Thus, the assembled record from the hoards
shows a clear and early horizon of Western
European contacts with a concen-tration in
western Scania. A period from the middle to
the end of the 10th century, with a wide
regional distribution, is characterized by
Eastern or Oriental objects. In the decades
around the turn of the millennium there is a
west Slavonic horizon. It is important to note
that the Eastern and Oriental objects so clearly
belong to a period before the west Slavonic
influx. As for the early Western European and
the west Slavonic silver, it is possible, judging
by the geographical distribution in south
Sweden, that it came in from the west and
south, the western silver perhaps through south
Jutland and the west Slavonic silver directly
over the Baltic Sea. As for the Oriental and
the Baltic silver, it is more difficult to trace the
import ways. The early Oriental silver may
have come via Hedeby. The Baltic fragments
from Hjortsberga should probably be seen in
connection with the Oland fragments from
the same direction and are probably a reflec-
tion of economic activities in the east Baltic
area, which might have a background in the
establishment of Novgorod as a central power.

Several groups of objects show regional
differences between various parts of Scania
and south Sweden. Regarding Scania, Svan-
berg demonstrates that the eastern and wes-
tern parts of the province are characterized by
contacts in different directions. Carolingian
mountings and other objects from graves and
hoards, up to the late 10th century, have a
clear western distribution in the province



Fig. 15. Four filigree ornaments of Carolingian origin from Bricke,
Brunnby, Scania and one from Pélstorp, Raus, Scania to the right.

Photo author. 1:1.

(Svanberg 1999:33 pp., 2000) (Figs. 15, 21).
The eastern contacts of Scania in the Viking
Age are manifest in the western and in the
eastern parts of the province, but in this respect
the south-east dominates. The objects showing
these eastern contacts are bronze combs,
swords mountings, brooches etc. (Svanberg
1999:36 p., 2000:Fig. 10).

From the cemeteries at Stivie and Onsvala,
both in western Scania, three graves in wagons
are known altogether. They are dated to the
10th and early 11th centuries. They belong to
a group of distinguished graves from the Danish
area and the custom has possibly its origin in
Merovingian Western Europe (Larsson 1982:
184 pp.; Miiller-Wille 1987:34). The presence
of these graves in cemeteries in western Scania
strengthens the impression of the western
orientation of this region (cf. Miiller-Wille
1987:31, Fig. 4).

The western impact is generally missing
from the eastern parts of the landscape, with
the exception of finds from the craft and
trading site of Transval at Ahus, where, among
other things, there was glass and pottery from
the Rhine area (Svanberg 1999:33 p., 46 p.),
and also recent finds from Ravlunda. Svan-
berg maintains, importantly, that the record
from Ahus is of another character than that
from western Scania. The British and conti-
nental objects found in western Scania have
an exclusive appearance and also occur in
contexts which indicate a clear association
with an elite. According to Svanberg’s inter-

pretation they might show that persons from
this region, with their retinue, took part in
raids in early Viking Age and possibly also
organized such raids (Svanberg 1999:34).
Eilbracht, however, who also has analysed
Carolingian ornaments in south Scandinavia,
thinks however that they are more likely to be
gifts. She maintains that trade and raiding
played a subordinate role and that instead
personal contacts were the main motive behind
the imports (Eilbracht 1999:154 pp.). The
Ahus evidence, with its large amount of glass
and pottery and western coins, obviously
showing trading connections, is of quite a
different character, thus indicating the func-
tion of the site in a long distance trading
network (cf. Callmer 1994). With the recent
finds from Ravlunda, including Carolingian
coins, this site now seems to be something
similar (pers. com. Helgesson).

South Scandinavian contacts across the
Baltic Sea regions are manifest in the occur-
rence of West Slavonic ceramics at south Scan-
dinavian settlements. It is possible to demon-
strate that there was a trade which brought
this type of ceramics to south Scandinavian
coastal settlements and trading places as early
as the first half of the 8th century. The pots
themselves were probably not the imported
goods, but rather containers for some product
or other, perhaps salt. Sherds of Slavonic
pottery, dated from the late 8th century up to
the beginning of the 10th century, have been
found at settlements along the south coast of

THE CONTACTS OF THE CENTRALPLACE 53



Scania, indicating regular contacts mainly with
the region around the Oder estuary (Callmer
1989:673, Abb. 4). Important for understanding
the character of the contacts is the fact that
the Slavonic pottery is mainly a coastal pheno-
menon which only occurs at the inland settle-
ments of central place character, such as Vi or
Fjilkinge (Callmer 1989:662; Helgesson 2002).

The contacts with the West Slavonic region
seem to have been well established and regular
from the latter part of the 10th century.
Slavonic impact is predominant in 11th-
century ceramics in Scania and eastern Den-
mark (Roslund 1992). Also in the 11th
century, Slavonic pottery is abundant, mainly
in the coastal areas of southern Scania. Ros-
lund maintains that this shows the presence
of craftsmen from the regions south of the
Baltic and that their establishment in Scania
should be regarded in connection with the
expansion of power of the Jelling dynasty
(Roslund 2001). The evident concentration
of Slavonic ceramics in south Scania in the
11th century should be compared with the
silver hoards from the same period and mainly
from the same parts of Scania. Precisely these
hoards possess a marked element of West
Slavonic silver, fragments probably used as
means of payment.

Well worth attention in this connection is
the settlement of Méolleholmen in south
Scania, totally dominated by West Slavonic
objects and in its general character similar to
settlements south of the Baltic. The most
probable explanation for the phenomenon is
that it is a result of immigration which took
place in the second quarter of the 11th century
(Kelm 2000:86).

A strong English element is manifest in
the oldest layers of the town of Lund. From
the beginning an ecclesiastical establishment,
Lund had close connections to the Anglo-
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Saxon church through bishops and missio-
naries. Mint striking and mint masters show
a clear English connection, and above all
ceramics of English type indicate that a rather
substantial group of English people were pre-
sent in Lund. They represented English specia-
lization and knowledge and were important
in establishing Lund as an international metro-
polis (Andrén & Carelli 1998). Beads of
cornelian and other materials show that early
Lund also had eastern contacts. The cornelian
beads may have come via Kiev in the first half
of the 11th century (Salminen 1998:60 pp.).

During the Viking Age an important
change of the trade is that “heavy cheap goods”
steadily increased in importance, earliest in
the south-western parts of south Scandinavia
(Jensen 1990; Nisman 1990:106). This trade
in everyday commodities can be traced
through millstones, soapstone and whetstones.
Iron must also be included in this group but
is much more difficult to grasp. Viking Age
soapstone shows a greater concentration in
the western part of Scania and a smaller and
more scattered spread in the east (Svanberg
2000:Fig. 9; Nilsson 2001). As soapstone is
heavy, it is reasonable to think that it was
mainly transported on ships. Thus, concen-
trations might indicate possible areas of im-
port. The soapstone indicates contacts with
the north, with Norway, and was probably
brought to south Scandinavia along the west
coast of Sweden. However, as the finds in
Zealand are scarce whereas there are many
finds from Jutland, indirect transmission
through this area is also possible (cf. Gjostein
Resi 1979:Figs. 132, 133). From the late Viking
Age millstones of garnet-muscovite-schist
show a close connection to Norway. These
mill stones occur in a dense concentration all
over western and south-western Scania, linked
to the distribution in northern and eastern



Fig. 16. Carolingian mountings from Uppékra. Photo

B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

Denmark (Carelli 1997:121, Fig. 15).

A few runestones from Scania mention
persons who died abroad. Two stones say: “he
fled not at Uppsala” (DR 279, DR 295-297),
one stone mentions Svithjod (DR 334), one
says briefly “in the north” (DR 334-35) and
one “Gotland” (DR 259). A stone from
Valleberga (DR 337) reports that “they lie in
London”. A stone from Hjirup, a couple of
kilometres from Uppdakra, bears the text:
“Navne erected the stone after his brother
Toke. He died in the west.” This stone belongs
to the so called post-Jelling group, which
means a dating around 1000 AD or later.
Toke from the Uppékra region might very
well have taken part in the extortion actions
against England, which took place at this time.

Uppékra

From the transition between the Merovin-
gian and the Viking Periods there is a small
group of mountings, which might derive from
exquisite caskets or the like. Some of them
show liturgical traits. Their origin is the
Carolingian area or the British Isles. Among
them is the well-known silver animal “Helge”.
Some enamelled mountings were probably
made in Ireland; a couple of them show affi-
nities to a mounting from Oseberg, which
would indicate a dating to early 9th century

(Helgesson 1999:195, 2002). A hypothesis is
that they could be connected to an early mis-
sion directed towards south Sweden (Helges-
son 1999, 2001). Of course, the mountings
could also be looted goods or prestige gifts
(cf. Wamers 1985; Eilbracht 1999; Svanberg
1999).

A group of bronze and silver objects may
come from the Carolingian area (Fig. 16). An
oval mounting with plant decoration was ori-
ginally a sword mounting, later transformed
into a brooch. A rectangular bronze and silver
mounting has a vine tendril decoration in
niello. The third object is a part of a brooch
with enamelled inlays. All three of them ended
up in the soil as fragments and were probably
intended for recycling (Capelle 2001). Here
it would be of the utmost interest to know
whether the objects arrived in Uppékra as
complete ornaments or as scrap metal.

A small group of Carolingian coins, three
struck by Charlemagne and four by Louis the
Pious (Fig. 17), fall well into the group of
early Viking Age objects showing Western
European contacts. They should also be con-
sidered together with the quite abundant wes-
tern material that is characteristic of the whole
of western Scania. The Louis coins are of the
type Xristiana-religio, which is the same type
of coins as in the Hiljarp, Tofta, hoard.

A small equal-armed brooch probably
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comes from north-west Europe. A couple of
similar brooches are also known from south
Scandinavia, one from Hedeby and one from
Zealand. Their dating is from the mid-9th to
the beginning of the 10th century (Callmer
1999:218).

Four small round brooches are inlaid with
enamel. At least two of them belong to the
type “Kreuzemailfibeln”, which is dated to
the 8th-9th centuries (Fig. 18). They were
probably made in the north-western parts of
present-day Germany where they are rather
abundant (Wamers 1994:54 pp., Abb. 31—
34). These small and fairly simple brooches
give the impression of being personal be-
longings, possibly expressing a Christian
affinity. The rather large group of Western
European ornaments, mountings etc. mani-
festly strengthens the general picture of Wes-
tern European impact on western Scania
described above.

Glass of reticella type from Late Iron Age
is known from several trading places, estates
and some graves. From Uppakra two sherds
of reticella glass are known (Stjernquist 1999:
75 pp.). Reticella glass in Scandinavia is in all
probability imported. Due to its wide spread,
it is difficult to point to an indisputable
manufacture region, but a connection with
the North Sea trade is probable (Stjernquist
1999:78). Glass is of course also a luxury and
prestige product, and its regular appearance
at trading places is also conclusive. As for
Uppakra, we must remember that a syste-
matic search for glass has not been made, and
it is highly probable that the amount would
increase considerably if it was done.

The Arabic coins in Uppakra now number
about 200, a lot of them early issues. Among
the dirhams, Abbasids from the 8th and 9th
centuries dominate, but there are still older
coins, Umejjads and Sassanids from the early
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8th, 7th and even late 6th centuries (Silvegren
1999). Besides, there are Khazarian and Volga
Bulgarian imitations (Fig. 19). The Oriental
coins have to a large extent been cut, which
indicates that they circulated as means of
payment. Possibly the fragmentation took
place before as well as after the coins arrived
in the Baltic area. According to the discussion
above, the big group of Oriental coins in
Uppédkra do not necessarily show eastern
contacts. It is no less probable that they came
as result of indirect contacts intermediated
from the south-west.

A group of spiral striated silver rods should
probably also be regarded together with the
Arabic coins (Fig. 20). They are made of a
technique known from the Permian rings from
the Early Viking Age, probably imported from
Russia. In Gotland and Denmark there is a
simpler variety of these rings, and there has
been a lively debate as to whether these rings
were also imported or if they are local copies.
Seven fragments of such rings have been found
so far in Uppdkra. From the thickness of the
rods it is obvious that they come from the
simple type of rings. Similar fragments are
known from other Viking Age settlements of
central place character, for example, Stroby,
Zealand (Tornbjerg 1998:Fig. 2). An Orien-
tal contact in a rather late part of the Viking
Age is indicated by a small mounting from
the 11th century (I am indebted to Ingmar
Jansson for comments on the object) (Fig. 20).

The Viking Age silver hoards from south
Sweden, as well as in general, from late 10th
and early 11th century usually contain a large
share of Western European coins. For example,
the hoard from Igelésa, tpq 1007, contains
1,850 English coins, and the Virpinge hoard,
not far from Uppdkra, is reported to have con-
sisted of 1,200 coins, among them Ethelred issues.

In this respect it is remarkable that these



Fig. 17. Carolingian coins struck for Charlemagne
and Louis the Pious found in Uppéakra. Photo B.
Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

Fig. 19. Khazarian and Volga Bulgarian coins from
Uppékra. Photo B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

types of coins are rare in Uppdkra. Only three
English coins have been found hitherto, all
issued by Ethelred II, 978-1016.

Also contemporary German coins are
scarce, One Sachsenpfennig and one Otto-
Adelheid coin, 983/991, have been registered
together with three unclassified German coins.
Does the lack of larger groups of Western
European coins mean that Uppékra lost its
importance in the latter part of the 10th cen-
tury or can there be some other explanation?

An encolpion is probably a German
product from ¢. 1000 AD (Staecker 1999:271

Fig. 18. Enamelled brooches of continental origin
from Uppékra. Photo B. Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

Fig. 20. Oriental mounting and spiral striated
rods, possibly Russian, from Uppdkra. Photo B.
Almgren, LUHM. 1:1.

pp-)- As it was found not far from the church,
it might possibly be connected to a predecessor
of the former Romanesque church (Anglert
& Huttu 1999). An enamelled brooch, from
the late 10th or the first half of the 11th
century, has parallels in South Germany or
Switzerland (Fig. 18; Tegnér 1999:233).

A trefoil brooch with round foils is isolated
among the Uppakra finds but should probably
be regarded together with sporadic occurrences
of objects from the eastern coastal regions of
the Baltic Sea known from south Sweden.

No Slavonic ornaments have so far been
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Fig. 21. Western and eastern influences in Scania, after Svanberg 1999.

found in Uppdkra. However, quite a substantial
group of Slavonic knife scabbard mountings
is known. Mountings of this type are also
known from other parts of Scania and are gene-
rally dated to the late 11th and 12th century.
A number of them are also known from Lund
(Anglert & Huttu 1999:289). Together with
phenomena like the settlement of Mélle-
holmen and the late Slavonic pottery, they show
continuous relations with the Slavonic region.
The mountings are simple and are personal
belongings rather than trade goods or gifts.

Summary

South Sweden in the early Viking Age is in
large measure characterized by contacts with
Western Europe. The influential North Sea
trade played an important role in the long-
distance trading network that is reflected in
trading places in the south Baltic area. The
record shows that the western parts of Scania,
already from the late 8th century, had long-
distance contacts with the west, which might
indicate that the elite took part in raids there
or reflecting personal contacts at a high social
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level. Imports from Uppakra, with a clear
element of Western European mountings and
others, accord very well with this picture.
Apart from the coins, Western European
elements dominate the imports (cf. Fig. 21).

Early silver hoards dominated by Arabic
coins are concentrated in the western coastal
areas of Scania and Halland, and it is probable
that they should be seen in connection with
economic activities in south-west Scandinavia
rather than direct contacts westwards. The
same interpretation should be valid for the
Arabic coins and the small fragments of
striated rings from Uppdkra.

Besides the personal transmission of
prestigious objects, the pottery and glass
indicate another type of contacts, with mainly
coastal settlements integrated in long-distance
trade, especially in the first part of the Viking
Age. Here the Ahus settlement clearly shows
connections of this type. Indications of Western
relations are not at all as abundant in eastern
Scania as in the western parts of the province
and seem to show connections to long-distance
trade, whereas western Scania is included in a
broader cultural context. Objects showing



eastern connections have been found in eastern
as well as in western Scania, but in this case
with a centre of gravity in the east.

The Slavonic record shows other characte-
ristics than the imports generally. It is mainly
everyday items such as the knife scabbard
mountings from Uppakra and elsewhere. The
west Slavonic silver in the hoards consists of
small fragments and thus means of payment
in small units. Here we do not see a luxury trade
and indirect relations through middlemen but
rather everyday contacts and people who moved
between two adjacent areas. The Slavonic ele-
ment is especially obvious in south Scania.

In the 11th century abundant pottery
points to the presence of groups of people
from the Slavonic area and from England in
south-western and southern Scania and in
early Lund. This comprehensive immigration
should probably be seen in connection with
the consolidation of royal power in the region.

South Swedish contacts ina thousand-
year perspective

The amount of evidence may seem to be
overwhelmingly large, but in spite of this it is
difficult to make interpretations which go
beyond mere truisms or what we already think
that we know. The source-critical problems
also make interpretations difficult. This is
especially evident when it comes to comparing
Uppékra with other settlements or finds. It is
beyond doubt that Uppékra is a settlement
with special qualities, but when it comes to
making concrete comparisons there are great
problems in deciding what is due to different
investigation methods and what are real
differences. Comparisons between grave and
settlement material also raise considerable
difficulties, as well as comparing grave mate-

rial from different areas where different mor-
tuary customs may have played a part.

A complication which is difficult to handle
is the interpretation of the external networks
of contacts through imported objects, as they
were usually transmitted through several links,
so the production area of an object usually
says very little about the contact routes to for
example Scania. Instead, what is shown
through the distribution of imported goods is
the interaction between various adjacent
regions. This is obvious with regard to Roman
imports of the Early Iron Age as well as Arabic
coins, Oriental pendants and other artefacts in
the Viking Age. This makes it necessary to ana-
lyse centres in the immediate area, in south Scandi-
navia and the Baltic region, to be able to grasp
something of the dynamic interaction, which
we can only imagine. A conclusive factor is further-
more the general instability of Iron Age centres.

Various types of imported objects also
reflect different forms of contacts. Some
objects, such as dress ornaments, weapons
and so on probably show private, direct contacts.
To be able to speak about trade, whatever
form it had, it is necessary to perceive some
kind of regular pattern. Some quantity of
goods is brought from one region to another
during a certain period. Glass is perhaps the
best expression of this type of transmission,
having a character of luxury or prestigious
goods. Groups of mass material, such as
pottery in the Viking Age, probably show
other kinds of connections. Here it was
probably not transmitted commodities but
instead groups of craftsmen who moved.

Throughout the Iron Age a contrast is
visible in many ways between different parts
of Scania, primarily between its eastern and
western parts. The western parts are in many
respects linked to the west, to Denmark west
of Oresund and Western Europe. This is
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obvious in mortuary traditions as well as in
ceramics from the Roman Iron Age. Long-
distance connections from the continent,
along the Swedish west coast up to southern
Norway, had an impact on development in
western Scania. Similar connections are visible
in the Viking Age when connections from
present-day Denmark, via west Sweden to the
Oslo fjord area, are manifest. These contacts
can be traced in the silver hoards from wes-
tern Scania and Halland. In its entirety, the
Viking Age record shows that western Scania
mainly received its influences from Western
Europe, whereas in eastern Scania there are traces
of eastern connections. Also the group of impor-
ted Migration Period brooches from Uppékra
fits well into the pattern, as they too show a clear
affinity to the western parts of the continent.
In the Early Iron Age, ceramics show that
the eastern parts of the province are related
mainly to Bornholm but also to the Baltic
area in general. The same connections are
indicated by finds of denars and solidi in
south-eastern Scania. Connections with the
Baltic region and Bornholm are also visible in
the Late Iron Age from different parts of
Scania. In the Migration and Merovingian
periods there is clear evidence of the same
craftsmen working in Scania and on Bornholm,
or at least sharing the same craft traditions.
The position of south Scandinavia at the
intersection between east and west is visible
throughout the Iron Age. It is important,
however, to consider that finds which show
long-distance contacts were transmitted through
many links and reflect mainly contacts between
centres in the Baltic or North Sea region.

Uppékra and other central places

According to Nisman’s hypothesis (1990), more
or less permanent places were established in
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the Late Roman Iron Age to serve the needs
of long-distance trade as well as the distribu-
tion of local products. As regards Uppdkra,
the material from this period is still mainly
covered by thick occupation layers. What has
been found and registered so far, however,
corresponds well to his hypothesis. Various
crafts were carried out at the place, in antler,
bone and metal. At least the first of them was
on a scale reflecting production probably
beyond the needs of the settlement. The spread
of denars in the occupation layer indicates
quite general handling of coins at the place;
perhaps coins were to some extent used as
means of payment. Glass sherds, although
few so far, indicate fairly regular contacts with
glass-producing regions.

Especially in the Late Roman Iron Age
and the Migration Period, craft production
seems to have been substantial. Now the
question is, what role did these antler combs
and bronze brooches play? Was the production
organized by leading persons at the settle-
ment to be used as gifts or is it independent
craftsmen, who made their living by selling
their products on their own? This is a central
question which has to be investigated further
in order to discuss the functions of a central
place more precisely.

From the Early Iron Age there are a number
of sites that show great similarities to Uppakra:
Sorte Muld, Dankirke, Feddersen Wierde and
Horup. All of them seem to have started in
pre-Roman Iron Age and were stable for gene-
rations. They have thick occupation layers
and combine a substantial element of craft
indications with settlement waste and high
phosphate values showing a large presence of
cattle. These places are at the same time centres
and workshop sites (Serensen 2000:60, 75 pp.).

In the Late Iron Age the picture of the
central places is very complex. The places are



different in appearance and have yielded highly
varied material. It is obvious that the concept
of central place is not unitary and that diffe-
rent places had different functions. To put it
bluntly, we may ask whether Uppakra was a
trading place or a residence. Is it most similar
to Tisso or Ribe, to Vi or Ahus (cf. Callmer
1994; Serensen 2000:77)? The assessment of
Uppéakra is complicated by the fact that
structures from Late Iron Age largely seem to
have been destroyed by the plough. We can
hardly expect to ascertain through excavations
whether the settlement consisted of a collec-
tion of big farms or if there was a structured
craft centre.

To understand Uppakra it is necessary to
consider, not only what has been found there
but also what is lacking. The Roman imports
found in Scania, so scarce compared to
Zealand, must be explained. Is it a source-
critical problem, due to variations in burial
customs etc., or does the record reflect funda-
mental variations in the external contacts?
How to interpret, for instance, the lack of
sceattas? What is the position of Uppéakra in
relation to places like Ahus or Ribe? Of course,
new investigations in Uppé&kra might change
the picture, but Ahus as well as Ribe have
been put forward as two related phenomena
attached to long-distance trade. Is Uppakra
something quite different? A striking thing is
the small amount of Western European coins
from the latter part of the 10th century, a
group which is most abundant in hoards from
the region, deposited in the late 10th or early
11th century. This brings up the question of
the relation between Uppékra and its neigh-
bour Lund. Do the few coins show that the
functions of Uppakra were taken over by Lund
in the late 10th century? In this respect, too,
the evidence fails to give a simple and indi-
sputable answer. In Lund the coins are likewise

sparse in the late 10th and early 11th century,
and on the whole the earliest Lund does not
seem to have been very town-like.

The central place over one thousand years

A discussion of Uppdkra as a central place
may take its point of departure in two aspects:
the central place in its region and the contact
network of the central place and how this
changed through the first millennium AD.
During the entire period Uppdkra stands out,
beyond comparison, as the biggest settlement
and richest in finds in Scania. This must show
some kind of centrality that certainly affected
the surrounding region, mainly south-western
Scania. The rich traces of extent craft produc-
tion are difficult to explain if it is not in some
way connected to a region around the settlement.

Within a radius of some tens of kilometres,
there are several examples of rich and presti-
gious graves and cemeteries. This is especially
obvious in the Late Iron Age. It is an important
task for further investigations to analyse how
they are related to Uppékra.

Because of the rather scarce imports from
Scania in the Early Iron Age, it is difficult to
maintain that Uppakra was a centre channel-
ling imports. Here, the glass, although not
extensive, shows a constant import of these
luxury products from the Roman Iron Age up
to the Viking Age. It also shows continuous
contacts with, first and foremost, Western
Europe during this long time span. If the
glass imports show that there was a constant
need on the continent for products from the
north, Uppékra might have been one of the
centres that organized these contacts. The
glass also gives the place an aristocratic appea-
rance, and the prestigious character is espe-
cially marked in the Migration and Viking
periods. The crafts which have left substantial
traces from Roman Iron Age as well, probably
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show something of relations to the surroun-
ding regions. Foreign ornaments might show
personal contacts whereas glass possibly
indicate some kind of trade relations.

In the Merovingian period the settlement
is again characterized by crafts on a large
scale. This may have something to do with
the political ambitions of the time. In any
case the craft products clearly show an inter-
play between Uppédkra and much of Scania.

Viking Age Scandinavia is generally
characterized by manifold contacts in various
directions. The western parts of Scania are
manifestly characterized by contacts with
Western Europe. Uppdkra, with its rich wes-
tern material, is well integrated into this
picture and strengthens the western impres-
sion of the region. However, there are also
traces of contacts with areas to the east and
south of the Baltic, just as in the rest of
Scania. Apparently the record indicates a va-
riety of contacts, personal as well as commer-
cial. Traces of trade and crafts are manifest
features in Viking Age Uppakra.

At the close of the Viking Age there is a
new element in Scania’s contacts with the
surrounding world, as pottery, being a mass
material, permits the supposition that new
groups of people from England and the
Slavonic area settled, primarily in the south-
western part of the province. This immigra-
tion in all likelihood had something to do
with new political and economic conditions
and is obviously not primarily related to
Uppékra but to the royal power and its new
central place, Lund.

For the present there are a number of
places in Scania which in some sense may be
regarded as central. As matters stand, it is also
possible to see a contrast between eastern and
western Scania, as the eastern part of the
province shows a disparate picture, with a
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number of places which in various ways stand
out from more “ordinary” settlements. These
places, Vi, Ahus, Ravlunda, Jirrestad and
others are very different from each other and
apparently also had different functions.

In this respect the western parts of the
province give the impression of having been
much more centralized, with a large and domi-
nating settlement over a very long time span.
The finds from Uppakra show a complex
settlement which assembled a great many
various functions that changed during its long
existence. Trade and crafts were sometimes
manifest, sometimes less visible. An element
of aristocratic luxury consumption, on the
other hand, is evident all through the Iron Age.

From the record at the present stage of the
investigations, Uppakra appears not primarily
as a trade and craft centre but rather as a resi-
dence with an impact on a larger region, mainly
in western Scania, and with the ability, at various
levels —local, regional and supra-regional — to
organize and maintain a network of contacts.
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Footnote

DWith the excavations in 2