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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to evaluate the main characteristics of adult male offenders
convicted of rape or aggravated rape against adult females. We reviewed all convictions
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(n=21) based on court documents from the District Court, the Court of Appeal and informa-

tion from the Swedish Tax Agency in Malmo, Sweden, between 2013 and 2018. The findings
indicated that the most common offender characteristics were a single status, mean age of
33years and foreign background. The rapes primarily occurred within a private setting while
the victims (who were often younger and knew the offender) were unconscious. Although
assumptions based on these results should be made with caution, our findings provide a
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clear image of the typical circumstances under which these rapes occurred. This study
should be viewed as a first attempt to create a database of characteristics of convicted rap-
ists. As more data are added, more sophisticated analyses can be performed and stronger
generalizations may be made. Information of this kind may also be important for further
research, classification of rapists in offender profiling, and case linking.

Introduction

Recent statistics show that violent crime, including
rape, occurs with disturbing frequency in Western
societies, and Sweden 1is no exception [1-4].
However, it is concerning that current understand-
ing of the main characteristics of convicted Swedish
rapists, their crimes and their victims is poor. In
UK, USA and Canada, this type of scientific know-
ledge has been used to guide clinical practice; for
example, in risk assessments and therapeutic inter-
ventions [5]. Such information may also be used for
research purposes. In addition, when a large body of
data have been compiled, it may also be used in
criminal investigations by the police. Despite public
concern and increased awareness about rape, the
topic of rape and its characteristics in modern-day
Sweden has attracted limited scientific interest, and
little research on Swedish rapes has been conducted.
Although some recent studies that used Swedish
samples have made important contributions to the
literature [6-9], the current understanding of rape is
primarily derived from studies and literature from
English-speaking countries. To understand whether
this knowledge about rape characteristics is general-
izable to countries with different socio-cultural
contexts, more rape research must be conducted
in Sweden. The objective of this study was to

characterize the distribution of the main features of
all adult male-on-female convictions that occurred
in the city of Malmé, in the south of Sweden,
between 2013 and 2018.

Definition of rape and rape statistics in Sweden

Rape, defined and discussed in Chapter 6 of the
Brottsbalken (Swedish Penal Code) [10], states that a
rapist can be a man or a woman and rape can be
committed against a man, woman or child
Furthermore, the current definition of rape in Sweden
does not require that the rape involves penile-vaginal
penetration (as it can be defined as penetration by
objects or fingers). According to the law, a case is
deemed to be rape if it is judged by a court to be of a
similar insulting nature to penile penetration, and the
overall circumstances are comparable with intercourse.

Statistics from the Brottsforebyggande radet, acro-
nymed BRA (Swedish National Council for Crime
Prevention) show that the number of reported rapes
in Sweden increased by 34% between 2008 and 2016.
In addition, there was a 10% increase in reported
rapes from 2016 to 2017 [4, 11]. In 2018, a total of
22 500 sex offences were reported, representing a 2%
increase from 2017, and the number of rapes
reported to police increased by 8% (to 7 960)
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between 2017 and 2018. Overall, the number of
reported rape offences has increased over the last
decade (2009-2018). In 2018, 7 920 rape offences
were processed in Sweden, which was similar to the
previous year. Of these, an investigation was com-
menced for 95% of cases, and 5% were dismissed
with no investigation. The conviction rate in 2018
was 17%, compared with 31% in 2009 [12]; therefore,
there is an emerging trend of increasing reported
rapes and decreasing rape convictions. What causes
the escalation in rape reports remains unknown, as it
cannot be determined whether rapes occurred more
frequently or if they were reported more often.
However, this trend should be seen as alarming and
a sign that empirical knowledge of rapes in Sweden
must be improved. One way this could be achieved is
studying rapes that had been committed in which the
criminal proceedings led to a successful rape convic-
tion. This is because convictions provide the most
information, and allow both police reports and court
documents to be inspected. Although this approach
prevents the outcome being generalized to all rapes
(e.g. unreported rapes or those without criminal pro-
ceedings) and includes the risk that the convictions
are tainted by rape myth and bias in court case pro-
gression decisions [13], it offers a clear image of the
circumstances under which rape occurs.

Most of the information about rape in Sweden is
provided by BRA, a knowledge centre for the
Swedish criminal justice system. Regrettably, this
information does not sufficiently increase empirical
knowledge about rape, as its reports on sex crimes
are primarily based on police reports or phone
surveys. Second, rape convictions are given little
attention in its reports. Third, many informative
variables that would improve the knowledge of rape
are not included in BRA reports (e.g. characteristics
of the offender are not prioritised). Fourth, when
rape characteristics are compared across Sweden’s
three large cities (Stockholm, Gothenburg and
Malmo), there is no differentiation between adult
rape and rape against a child [14]. However, the
occasional comparisons of crime statistics have
shown that Malmo has a higher number of reported
violent crimes in general [14, 15]. Importantly,
Malmo has the second-highest number of reported
sexual crimes (after Stockholm) based on crime
rates per 100 000 citizens. This may partly be attrib-
utable to Malmo’s geographical location, population
movement patterns or the socioeconomic situation
in this particular city. The average number of
annual rapes committed by an adult male on an
adult female (older than 18years) reported to the
Malmo police was 96.6 (total of 483 reported
crimes) between January 2014 and March 2018. The
average number of annual criminal rape charges,
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including attempted rape, in Malmo, brought for-
ward to the city’s District Court by the prosecutor
was 11.67 (total of 70 cases between January 2013
and March 2018). Between 2013 and 2018, the
Hovratten over Skidne och Blekinge (the Scania and
Blekinge Court of Appeal, in Swedish) convicted 21
adult males for rape/aggravated rape of adult
women in Malmo. What constitutes the primary
rape characteristics of these recent convictions is
currently unknown and was, therefore, the focus of
this study. English-speaking countries have come
considerably further in an attempt to study different
features of rape.

Characteristics of offenders, crimes and victims

A review of the rape literature indicated that fre-
quently studied components of offenders’ sociodemo-
graphic  variables included their educational
background, employment, ethnicity, age at the time
of the offence and civil status [5, 16, 17]. This
research suggested that rapists tend to be character-
ized by poor education, and employment in unskilled
professions [18, 19]. However, little is known about
ethnicity, which is a more controversial factor when
characterizing rapists [20]. Wright and West [21]
concluded that rapes conducted in England were pre-
dominantly intra-racial, with an over-representation
of ethnic minorities as both victims and offenders.
However, Biljeveld and Hendricks [22] did not sup-
port those results. Because of the limited research on
the ethnicity of rapists, it is not yet possible to con-
clude whether variations in ethnicity are a function
of the country from which the data were collected,
the sampling techniques used or definitions of ethni-
city. An important factor to consider is the national
context of the society in which the data were col-
lected (e.g. history of migration, ethnicity and multi-
culturalism). Regarding offender age, although
offenders tend to be older than their victims, rape, like
most crimes, is often committed by young males [18,
23, 24]. Various features of rape are dynamic but also
influence one another. Previous studies have analysed
offenders’ overt crime scene behaviour to provide
empirical research regarding offender heterogeneity
[25]. The underlying structure of sex crimes (i.e. their
different behavioural themes) based on such research
has been used to differentiate offences and offenders
[6, 26]. Rape can also be the result of an interaction
between the offender and the victim within a situ-
ational context. It is, therefore, useful to study other
crime scene details, such as the victim’s behaviour,
and if the offender or victim had been drinking alco-
hol before the assault [19, 27-29]. Studies on rape
characteristics have considered the manner of penetra-
tion, offender-victim relationship [30], when and
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where the rape occurred [31] and victim resistance
[32]. Age and civil status are also well-established cor-
relates of criminal victimization, including rape [33],
which is a crime primarily perpetrated against younger
women [6, 19].

The present study

As evident from reviewing the rape literature, much
can be learned about rape from examining the char-
acteristics of the offenders, crimes and victims in
rape cases. This can be achieved in different ways.
For example, using different sources of information
(e.g. court documents, police reports and interviews)
as well as considering different variables. The focus
of the present study was to portray the main charac-
teristics (frequency and percentage) of all convicted
adult male-on-female rapes that occurred between
2013 and 2018 in Malmo.

Methods
Material

All cases in which male offenders were convicted of
rape against adult females between 2013 and 2018
in Malmo were included in this study. The restric-
tion to adult male-on-female rapes was partly
because few convicted female rapists were to be
expected as females are more often victimized [12].
Another reason was the limited existing knowledge
of female sex offenders, and the significant differen-
ces between male and female sexual offenders [34].
Of the reviewed cases, one offender and one victim
were aged below 18years at the time of the crime.
However, as the offender was above 18years and
the victim was 17.9years when the conviction was
entered, both cases were included in the sample.

An opt-out model of informed consent was used,
where data were collected and used automatically
unless the offender actively dissented following infor-
mation concerning the study posted on the university
website. No one withdrew from this study. A total of
24 rape cases in which the conviction included rape
or aggravated rape were collected from the Malmo
Tingsratt (the District Court in Malmo, in Swedish)
(i.e. the total number of cases in which an adult male
was convicted of rape between 2013 and 2018).
Twenty-one of these cases had appealed to the Scania
and Blekinge Court of Appeal. The conviction was
fully overturned in two cases and the appeal was
ongoing in one case. These three cases were therefore
excluded from the analyses, leaving a total of 21 con-
victions. None of the final convictions included mul-
tiple offenders or multiple victims; however, in two
cases, the convicted offender had an accomplice dur-
ing the crime but the accomplice was not convicted

of rape. The offenders were convicted of rape in 18
of the 21 cases. The three remaining offenders were
convicted of aggravated rape.

The use of court documents is a common and
validated method in criminological research [35]. In
the present study, all available court file documents
from the District Court of Malmo and the Scania
and Blekinge Court of Appeal were reviewed (i.e.
verdict, police investigation and forensic investiga-
tion). Because of inconsistencies in how offenders’
ethnicity was reported in the court documents, this
information was obtained from the Swedish Tax
Agency. The study was approved by the local
regional ethics review board (Dnr 2018/160).

Variables

The characteristics concerned convicted offenders,
the crimes and the victims. These were coded
numerically according to the number of categories
for each variable; for example, age was divided into
four categories and coded as “1” for offenders aged
18-19years, “2” for offenders aged 20-30 years, and
SO on.

The characteristics of the offenders included four
variables: conviction age (18-19years, 20-29 years,
30-39 years, >40 years), ethnicity (foreign, Swedish,
no record), civil status (single, with a partner), and
employment (employed, unemployed, no record).
The date of birth and sentence date were used to
calculate the conviction age of the offender (as well
as the victim). In accordance with the BRA defin-
ition, an offender’s ethnicity was classified as
“foreign” if they had at least one parent from a for-
eign country or was born abroad [36]. In other
cases, ethnicity was defined as Swedish. Civil status
contained two categories: “single” (which included
widowed and divorced offenders at the time of the
crime) and “in relationship”, which included couples
and married offenders (the same definition was used
for the victim’s civil status). Concerning employ-
ment, the “unemployed” category included offenders
that were not employed in the traditional sense (e.g.
an internship or had daily activities) or when
records indicated that they had recently lost a job
without further specification.

The crime characteristics contained nine varia-
bles. These were target penetration (vaginal, anal,
oral, mix, other), offender-victim relationship (stran-
ger, acquaintance, ex-partner, partner), verbal threats
towards the victim (no threats, death threats, other
threats), crime scene (public outside, offender’s
home, victim’s home, other), victim’s state of con-
sciousness (conscious, unconscious), victim’s resist-
ance during the rape (no resistance, resistance, no
record), the month of rape (December-February,



March-May, June-August, September-November),
weekday of rape (Friday-Sunday, Monday-Thursday,
no record) and time of rape (noon-6pm,
6 pm-midnight, midnight-6 am).

Target penetration was defined as completed
penetration and the categories used were decided
based on the type or combinations of penetrations
as stated in the studied documents. Penetration
using objects or fingers (without penile-vaginal or
anal penetration) was classified as “other”, whereas
“mix” indicated that the offender penetrated the vic-
tim with his genitals in one of two ways (i.e. vagi-
nal/anal or vaginal/oral). The offender-victim
relationship was defined as a “stranger” if the rapist
did not know the victim or had known the victim
only for a brief period of time (e.g. met at a bar a
few hours before the assault). “Acquaintance” was
defined as when the victim and the offender had
personal knowledge of each other (a person they
knew slightly, but who was not a close friend or
partner). The location of the crime (i.e. crime scene)
was defined as “public outside” in cases where the
rape occurred in the outdoors on “public property”
such as outside a bar or an area with greenery.
Crime scenes that were not in the private realm of
the offender or the victim, nor a property dedicated
to public use (e.g. taxi, hotel room, or hospital bed)
were defined as “other”.

The victim characteristics had three variables: age
(18-19 years, 20-29 years, 30-39 years, >40 years),
alcohol use during the crime (yes, no, no record)
and civil status (single, in relationship).

Procedure

Following contact with the District Court, a list of
convicted rapists was created and relevant court docu-
ments compiled dating back 5 years. This time period
was chosen based on the cycle of operation of the
country’s District Courts, meaning that all material
held by the courts can be destroyed after 5years,
including pre-trial material. In addition, the District
Court computer system registry can only search back
for 5years, and cases are no longer searchable
through the registry beyond this period [37]. Each
case was reviewed and checked against the Court of
Appeal records to see if the decision by the District
Court was appealed by the defendant or the prosecu-
tor. After coordination of data from the District
Court, the Court of Appeal and the Swedish Tax
Agency, 21 cases were identified where at least one
offender was convicted of rape or aggravated rape.

Data treatment and statistical analysis

Once the data were gathered, a systematic approach
using document analysis was conducted [38]. This
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included principles of de-contextualization [39] in
which relevant parts of the documents
removed from the original context and studied in
combination with text related to the same phenom-
ena. This allowed us to study patterns (including
individual patterns) as a phenomenon using a
matrix of similar characteristics [38-41]. The text
content was then coded numerically and exported to
SPSS version 24 (IBM Corp., Armonk, NY, USA).
Consistent with previous studies, variables with over
50% of missing values were excluded from the ana-
lysis [31, 42]. In the present study, two variables

were

exceeded this limit: the offender’s education level
and whether excessive force was used towards the
victim. Frequency analyses were conducted to deter-
mine the distribution of characteristics.

Results

Tables 1-3 presents the frequency distributions and
percentages of the characteristics of the offenders,
victims and crimes respectively based on the 21 rape

Table 1. Frequency distribution of the main characteristics
of the offender of convicted male-on-female rapists in
Malmo, Sweden, 2013-2018 (n=21).

Characteristics

Frequency (n, %)

Age (years)
18-19 2
20-29 6
30-39 8
>40 5
Ethnicity
Foreign 15
Swedish 5 (24%)
No record 1
Civil status
Single
With partner
Employment
Employed
Unemployed
Other
No record 6 (29%)

Note: offender age calculated based on date of birth and date of sentence.

Table 2. Frequency distribution of the main characteristics
of the victims of convicted male-on-female rapists in
Malmo, Sweden, 2013-2018 (n=21).

Characteristics

Frequency (n, %)

Age (years)
18-19 5 (24%)
20-29 9 (42%)
30-39 1 (5%)
>40 5 (24%)
No record 1 (5%)
Alcohol
Yes 11 (53%)
No 3 (14%)
No record 7 (33%)
Civil status
Single 8 (38%)
With partner 13 (62%)

Note: victim age calculated based on date of birth and date of sentence.
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Table 3. Frequency distribution of the main characteristics
of the crimes of convicted male-on-female rapists in Malmo,
Sweden, 2013-2018 (n =21).

Frequency Frequency

Characteristics (n, %)? Characteristics (n, %)?
Target penetration Victim state of consciousness

Vaginal 10 (48%) Conscious 6 (29%)

Anal 1 (5%) Unconscious 15 (71%)

Oral 2 (9%) Victim resistance

Mix 6 (29%) No resistance 7 (33%)

Other 2 (9%) Resistance 10 (48%)
Offender-victim relationship No record 4 (19%)

Stranger 8 (38%) Month of rape

Acquaintance 7 (33%) Dec-Feb 7 (33%)

Ex-partners 5 (24%) March—-May 5 (24%)

Partners 1 (5%) June-Aug 4 (19%)
Verbal threats Sep-Nov 5 (24%)

No threats 13 (62%) Weekday of rape

Death threats 6 (29%) Friday-Sun 13 (62%)

Other threats 2 (9%) Mon-Thurs 7 (33%)
Crime scene No record 1 (5%)

Public outside 2 (9%) Time of rape

Private (offender) 7 (33%) Noon-6 pm 3 (14%)

Private (victim) 5 (24%) 6 pm-midnight 6 (29%)

Other 7 (33%) Midnight-6 am 12 (57%)

®The percentages may not total 100 due to rounding.

convictions in Malmo between 2013 and 2018. The
average age of offenders at the time of sentencing
was 329vyears (standard deviation (SD)=9.5years,
range 18-55years). The average age of the victims at
the time of sentencing was 28.5years (SD = 12.5 years,
range 18-59years). The average age difference between
offenders and victims at the time of sentencing was
4.3 years (SD = 11.7 years).

Discussion

The aim of this study was to illustrate the distribu-
tions of main characteristics concerning all con-
victed rapists, their victims and their crimes that
occurred in Malmo between 2013 and 2018. We
found that our offenders had a mean age of
28.5years when the crime was committed, and most
were foreigners and single. The main target penetra-
tion was vaginal. The over one-third of victims did
not know their offenders and had used alcohol
before the rape. When compared with other rape
studies, we found that some of the main offender
and crime characteristics in our sample supported
previous findings. The mean age of our sample was
similar to a study by Corovic et al. [6] that reported
a mean age of 32.1years. In addition, the penetra-
tion style (predominately vaginal intercourse) was
similar to that reported in other studies [6, 19].
Other offender characteristics (civil status and
employment rate) differed as the present sample of
offenders were predominately single (81%) and had
a low employment rate (24%) compared with that
in the study by Corovic et al. [6] who showed a far
lower rate of single offenders (33%) and a higher

rate of employment rate (45.5%). Concerning
employment rate, Miller [19] indicated that unstable
employment history and low educational level were
considered general risk factors related to characteris-
tics of rapists [19]. Another risk factor noted by
Miller was non-European ethnicity, which was con-
sistent with the present study as a majority of
offenders had a foreign ethnicity.

Speculations for our findings may involve sam-
pling rapists from differing geographical areas with
different socioeconomic situations, varying defini-
tions, the inclusion of only certain rapes (e.g. stran-
ger rapes) or mixed rape types (single vs. serial
rapes) or due to social and legal changes over time.
For example, although stranger rapes constituted a
minority of the cases in the present study, the rate
was still relatively high (38%). It is possible that
greater support from the victim for prosecution in
these cases had an impact on the conviction rate
[13]. In addition, the findings shown in the present
study, such as victim relationship and crime loca-
tion, differed from those recently presented by BRA
[11]. However, it is important to note that BRA
focuses on percentages of the total number of
reported sex crimes (from the entire country) and
not rape convictions per se. Bias in cases that pro-
ceeded to court (or those that did not) could also
explain the differences between the BRA data and
our findings.

Our data also showed that more than half of the
victims stated that they were not threatened by
the offender, which may be partly explained by the
majority of victims being unconscious when the
offender initiated the rape; therefore, no threats
were needed. Regarding the time of the rape, our
results were consistent with Scandinavian studies
[43], as the rapes in Malmo primarily occurred
between December and February, Friday and
Sunday, and between midnight and morning. This
is consistent with the routine activity theory [44],
which emphasizes the environmental opportunity
for a motivated offender to cross paths with a suit-
able target in the absence of an effective guardian or
guardianship. The high rate of rape incidence on
Fridays to Sundays (midnight to morning) could be
partly explained by these days marking a departure
from weekly routines.

Concerning the rape victims, our results showed
that these women were primarily aged 20-30years
(with a mean age of 28.5years). Therefore, they
were slightly older than the victims reported in
other studies using Swedish samples [6]. Moreover,
as might be expected for women in this age group,
they were more often in a relationship or married.
Approximately half of all the victims further stated
that they had consumed alcohol around the time



the crime was committed. The implication of alco-
hol in many rapes may be explained by the associ-
ation between alcohol and socializing [19, 45]. In
the present study, the alcohol consumption may in
part explain the high percentage of victims (on their
own account) who reported that they were not con-
scious when the crime was initiated, and may also
explain the time when most rapes were committed
(i.e. midnight to 6 am).

Limitations

There are important limitations that should be con-
sidered when interpreting these findings. First, this
study only included convicted rapists. However,
focusing on convicted rapists is reasonable when
studying the offender, crime and victim characteris-
tics, as much of this information may be unknown
in cases that were reported to the police but did not
lead to a conviction. However, a risk remains that
cases leading to a conviction differed in offender
and crime characteristics from cases that did not.
For example, there may be selection effects concern-
ing the rapists identified in this study; among the 21
rapists studied (among all the offenders in the 483
rapes reported to the Malmo Police between 2014
and 2018), there may be an overrepresentation of
young, inexperienced offenders who were not foren-
sically aware (as compared with the group that were
not convicted and therefore not identified in the
present study). The effects of rape myths and bias
towards the complainant in case progression deci-
sions on the final sample used in the study may also
be important factors to consider.

There were also limitations regarding the varia-
bles. Because age was only measured at conviction,
the exact age at the time of the crime per se remains
uncertain. However, the majority of rapes occurred
within 1year before the conviction date. Other vari-
ables were broadly defined, which may be consid-
ered unsatisfactory for various reasons. For example,
an offender was classified as a foreigner if he was
born outside of Sweden. Our definition of ethnicity,
therefore, explains little about the origins of the
majority of offenders. Nonetheless, this was the def-
inition granted to us by the ethics committee, and
has previously been used by other government agen-
cies [36]. In addition, the ethnicity of the victims
was not included. Therefore, our results cannot add
any information on whether the majority of rapes in
Malmo were racially motivated [21]. Moreover,
offenders’ alcohol consumption was not included as
a variable, as they were questioned or examined at a
later date and available data did not reflect possible
alcohol intake around the time of the rape.
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The missing data and the small sample size
should also be considered limitations, as they could
affect assumptions based on these results. The small
sample size may be particularly challenging given
the heterogeneity that exists between rapists.
However, the small sample size is common in crim-
inal research for practical reasons, especially when
focusing on rapes that occurred in a limited geo-
graphical location and within a limited time frame,
as in the present study.

Conclusions and future directions

Notwithstanding these limitations, this study makes
a novel contribution to the rape literature and rape
research in Sweden by being the first to examine
and categorize the main characteristics of recently
convicted rapes that occurred in the south of
Sweden. The fact that there is currently no recent
Swedish rape study that can be used as a compari-
son highlights the need for more studies to be con-
ducted in this area.

It should be emphasized that this study should be
considered preliminary at best, and preferably
viewed as a first attempt to construct a rape data-
base in which new information on characteristics
should be added every 5years. In time as a larger
sample size becomes available, more sophisticated
and informative analyses can be conducted, and
stronger generalizations may be made. This may
allow us to track changes in rape patterns over time,
reflecting the characteristics that remain stable and
those that change. This information could be used
for research purposes and may also help identify
different clusters of offenders that can be used in
offender profiling [46] and case linking [47].

Future studies should attempt to replicate this
study to determine whether the findings are
comparable to other Swedish cities or between
Scandinavian cities. In addition, because of the
over-representation of offenders with foreign ethni-
city in our sample, further studies could use other
definitions that describe offenders’ origins in a more
detailed manner. They should also attempt to
understand the possible significance of potentially
differing sociocultural factors (e.g. views and values
related to gender and sexuality). Specifically, it may
be worth looking at the ethnicity variable in relation
to what BRA in its 2005 report referred to as
“factors that may contribute to immigrants commit-
ting crimes more often than others” (p. 76).

Overall, attempting to reconstruct the patterns of
rapes in Malmo, the following can be inferred from
our findings. The typical convicted male rapist is
aged 30-40years, of foreign descent, single and has
problems with employment. He somehow knows his
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victim, who is aged 20-30years old and in a rela-
tionship. He rapes her vaginally while she is under
the influence of alcohol and unable to defend her-
self. The rape takes place in a private realm in the
early morning hours, during the weekend and in
winter months. These findings provide a clear pic-
ture of the typical circumstances of the typical con-
victed rapes that occurred in the south of Sweden
within the past 5 years.

Authors’ contributions

Study concept and design were outlined by Emelie
Stiernstromer and Ardavan Khoshnood. Data were gathered
and analyzed by Emelie Stiernstromer. Manuscripts were
drafted by Emelie Stiernstromer and Ardavan Khoshnood.
Critical revision of the manuscript for important intellectual
content was conducted by Marie Vafors Fritz and
Caroline Mellgren.

Compliance of ethical standards

The Regional Ethical Review Board in Lund (Dnr 2018/160)
approved the trial.

Disclosure of statement

The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

ORCID

Ardavan  Khoshnood

3142-4119

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-

References

[1] BJS (US). Criminal Victimization, 2016: Revised.
Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics; 2017
[cited 2018 May 1]. Available from: https://www.bjs.
gov/content/pub/pdf/cv16.pdf

[2] Flatley J. Statistical bulletin: crime in England and
Whales: year ending September 2017. London (UK):
Office for National Statistics; 2018 [cited 2018 May 1].
Available from: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepo-
pulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/
crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2017

[3] Khoshnood A. The increase of firearm-related vio-
lence in Sweden. Forensic Sci Res. 2017;2:158-160.

[4] BRA. Kriminalstatistik 2017. Anmilda Brott:
Slutlig ~ Statistik Stockholm: Brottsforebyggande
radet; 2017 [cited 2018 May 1]. Available from:
https://www.bra.se/download/18.10aae67f160e3eba62
938177/1522141587204/Sammanfattning_anmalda_2
017.pdf. Swedish.

[5] Beauregard E. Rape and sexual assault in investiga-
tive psychology: the contribution of sex offenders’
research to offender profiling. ] Investig Psych
Offender Profil. 2010;7:1-13.

[6] Corovic J, Christianson SA, Bergman LR. From
crime scene actions in stranger rape to prediction
of rapist type: single-victim or serial rapist? Behav
Sci Law. 2012;30:764-781.

(7]

(8]

(9]

(10]

(11]

(12]

(13]

(14]

(15]

(16]

(17]

(18]

(19]

(20]

(21]

(22]

(23]

Langstrom N. Accuracy of actuarial procedures for
assessment of sexual offender recidivism risk may
vary across ethnicity. Sex Abuse. 2004;16:107-120.
Langstrom N, Babchishin KM, Fazel S, et al. Sexual
offending runs in families: a 37-year nationwide
study. Int ] Epidemiol. 2015;44:713-720.

Moller AS, Bickstrom T, Sondergaard HP, et al.
Patterns of injury and reported violence depending
on relationship to assailant in female Swedish sexual
assault victims. ] Interpers Violence. 2012;27:
3131-3148.

Riksdag S. Brottsbalk (1962:700) Stockholm: Sveriges
Riksdag; 2020 [cited 2020 Apr 3]. Available from:
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/
svensk-forfattningssamling/brottsbalk-1962700_sfs-1962-
700. Swedish.

BRA.  Brottsforebyggande  ridet  Stockholm:
Brottsforebyggande radet; 2017 [cited 2018 May 1].
Available from: https://www.bra.se/bra-in-english/
home/crime-and-statistics/crime-statistics.html
BRA. Rape and sexual offences Stockholm:
Brottsforebyggande radet; 2018 [cited 2018 May 1].
Available from: https://www.bra.se/bra-in-english/
home/crime-and-statistics/rape-and-sex-offences.html
Waterhouse GF, Reynolds A, Egan V. Myths and
legends: the reality of rape offences reported to a
UK police force. Eur J Psychol Appl L. 2016;8:
1-10.

BRA. Brottslighet och trygghet i Malmé, Stockholm
och Goteborg. En kartlaggning  Stockholm:
Brottsforebyggande radet; 2012 [cited 2018 May 1].
Available from: https://www.bra.se/publikationer/
arkiv/publikationer/2012-05-24-brottslighet-och-
trygghet-i-malmo-stockholm-och-goteborg-promemo-
ria.html. Swedish.

Khoshnood A. Firearm-related violence in Sweden:
a systematic review. Aggress Viol Behav. 2018;42:
43-51.

Howitt D. Introduction to forensic and criminal
psychology. Harlow (UK): Pearson Education; 2009.
Mokros A, Alison LJ. Is offender profiling pos-
sible? Testing the predicted homology of crime
scene actions and background characteristics in a
sample of rapists. Leg Criminol Psychol. 2002;7:
25-43.

Gannon TA, Collie RM, Ward T, et al. Rape: psy-
chopathology, theory and treatment. Clin Psychol
Rev. 2008;28:982-1008.

Miller L. Rape: sex crime, act of violence, or natur-
alistic adaptation? Aggress Viol Behav. 2014;19:
67-81.

Alison L, Bennell C, Mokros A, et al. The person-
ality paradox in offender profiling: a theoretical
review of the processes involved in deriving back-
ground characteristics from crime scene actions.
Psychol Publ Policy Law. 2002;8:115-135.

Wright R, West D. Rape: a comparison of group
offences and lone assaults. Med Sci Law. 1981;21:
25-30.

Bijleveld C, Hendriks J. Juvenile sex offenders: dif-
ferences between group and solo offenders.
Psychol Crime Law. 2003;9:237-245.

Hanson RK. Age and sexual recidivism: a comparison
of rapists and child molesters. Ottawa (Canada):
Department of the Solicitor General of Canada; 2001.


https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cv16.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cv16.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2017
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2017
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2017
https://www.bra.se/download/18.10aae67f160e3eba62938177/1522141587204/Sammanfattning_anmalda_2017.pdf
https://www.bra.se/download/18.10aae67f160e3eba62938177/1522141587204/Sammanfattning_anmalda_2017.pdf
https://www.bra.se/download/18.10aae67f160e3eba62938177/1522141587204/Sammanfattning_anmalda_2017.pdf
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/brottsbalk-1962700_sfs-1962-700
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/brottsbalk-1962700_sfs-1962-700
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/brottsbalk-1962700_sfs-1962-700
https://www.bra.se/bra-in-english/home/crime-and-statistics/crime-statistics.html
https://www.bra.se/bra-in-english/home/crime-and-statistics/crime-statistics.html
https://www.bra.se/bra-in-english/home/crime-and-statistics/rape-and-sex-offences.html
https://www.bra.se/bra-in-english/home/crime-and-statistics/rape-and-sex-offences.html
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/2012-05-24-brottslighet-och-trygghet-i-malmo-stockholm-och-goteborg-promemoria.html
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/2012-05-24-brottslighet-och-trygghet-i-malmo-stockholm-och-goteborg-promemoria.html
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/2012-05-24-brottslighet-och-trygghet-i-malmo-stockholm-och-goteborg-promemoria.html
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/2012-05-24-brottslighet-och-trygghet-i-malmo-stockholm-och-goteborg-promemoria.html

(24]

[25]

[26]

(27]

(28]

(29]

(30]

(31]

(32]

(33]

(34]

(35]

(36]

Hanson RK, Bussiere MT. Predicting relapse: a
meta-analysis of sexual offender recidivism studies.
J Consult Clin Psychol. 1998;66:348-362.

Knight RA, Prentky RA. Classifying sex offenders:
the development and corroboration of taxonomic
models. In: Marshall WL, Laws DR, Barabaree HE,
editors. Handbook of sexual assault: issues, theo-
ries and treatment of the offender. New York
(NY): Plenum; 1990. p. 27-52.

Park J, Schlesinger LB, Pinizzotto AJ, et al. Serial
and single-victim rapists: differences in crime-
scene violence, interpersonal involvement, and
criminal sophistication. Behav Sci Law. 2008;26:
227-237.

Alison LJ, Stein KL. Vicious circles: accounts of
stranger sexual assault reflect abusive variants of
conventional interactions. ] Forensic Psychiatry.
2001;12:515-538.

Hall J, Moore C. Drug facilitated sexual assault: a
review. ] Forensic Legal Med. 2008;15:291-297.
Ullman SE. A 10-year update of review and cri-
tique of empirical studies of rape avoidance. Crim
Justice Behav. 2007;34:411-429.

McCabe MP, Wauchope M. Behavioural character-
istics of rapists. ] Sex Aggress. 2005;11:235-247.
Santtila P, Junkkila J, Sandnabba NK. Behavioural
linking of stranger rapes. J Investig Psych Offender
Profil. 2005;2:87-103.

Wong JS, Balemba S. The effect of victim resist-
ance on rape completion: a meta-analysis. Trauma
Violence Abuse. 2018;19:352-365.

BJS (US). Female victims of sexual violence
1994-2010. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice
Statistics; 2013 [cited 2018 May 1]. Available from:
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fvsv9410.pdf
Cortoni F, Babchishin KM, Rat C. The proportion
of sexual offenders who are female is higher than
thought: a meta-analysis. Crim Justice Behav.
2017;44:145-162.

King R, D, Wincup E. The process of crimino-
logical research. In: King RD, Wincup E, editors.
Doing research on crime and justice. New York
(NY): Oxford University Press; 2008. p. 13-44.
BRA. Brottslighet bland personer fodda i Sverige
och i wutlandet Stockholm: Brottsforebyggande

(37]

(38]

(39]

(40]

(41]

(42]

(43]

(44]

(45]

(46]

(47]

FORENSIC SCIENCES RESEARCH 133

radet; 2005 [cited 2018 May 1]. Available from:
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/
2005-12-14-brottslighet-bland-personer-fodda-i-sver-
ige-och-i-utlandet.html. Swedish.

Tingsratt M. Arkivhandlaggning Malmo: Sveriges
Domstolar; 2019 [cited 2020 Apr 3]. Available
from: https://www.domstol.se/malmo-tingsratt/om-
tingsratten/organisation/arkiv/. Swedish.

Bowen GA. Document analysis as a qualitative
research method. Qual Res. 2009;9:27-40.
Malterud K. Kvalitativa Metoder i Medicinsk
Forskning. Lund: Studentlitteratur (Sweden); 2009.
Swedish.

Altheide D, Coyle M, DeVriese K, Schneider, et al.
Emergent qualitative document analysis. In: Hesse-
Biber SN, Leavy P, editors. Emergent methods.
New York (NY): Guilford Press; 2010. p. 127-154.
Wesley JJ. Qualitative document analysis in polit-
ical science. Amsterdam (the Netherlands): Vrije
Universiteit; 2010.

Kocsis RN, Cooksey RW, Irwin HJ. Psychological
profiling of offender characteristics from crime
behaviors in serial rape offences. Int ] Offender
Ther Comp Criminol. 2002;46:144-169.

Hakkanen H, Lindlof P, Santtila P. Crime scene
actions and offender characteristics in a sample of
Finnish stranger rapes. J Investig Psych Offender
Profil. 2004;1:17-32.

Cohen LE, Felson M. Social change and crime rate
trends: a routine activity approach. Am Sociol Rev.
1979;44:588-608.

Brecklin LR, Ullman SE. The roles of victim and
offender substance use in sexual assault outcomes.
J Interpers Violence. 2010;25:1503-1522.
Khoshnood A, Vifors Fritz M. Offender character-
istics: a study of 23 violent offenders in Sweden.
Deviant Behav. 2017;38:141-153.

Woodhams J, Bull R, Hollin CR. Case linkage
identifying crimes committed by the same offende.
In: Kocsis RN, editor. Criminal profiling: inter-
national perspectives in theory, practice and
research. Totowa (NJ): The Humana Press Inc;
2007. p. 117-133.


https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fvsv9410.pdf
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/2005-12-14-brottslighet-bland-personer-fodda-i-sverige-och-i-utlandet.html
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/2005-12-14-brottslighet-bland-personer-fodda-i-sverige-och-i-utlandet.html
https://www.bra.se/publikationer/arkiv/publikationer/2005-12-14-brottslighet-bland-personer-fodda-i-sverige-och-i-utlandet.html
https://www.domstol.se/malmo-tingsratt/om-tingsratten/organisation/arkiv/
https://www.domstol.se/malmo-tingsratt/om-tingsratten/organisation/arkiv/

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Definition of rape and rape statistics in Sweden
	Characteristics of offenders, crimes and victims
	The present study

	Methods
	Material
	Variables
	Procedure
	Data treatment and statistical analysis

	Results
	Discussion
	Limitations
	Conclusions and future directions
	Authors’ contributions
	Compliance of ethical standards
	Disclosure of statement
	References


